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average enrolment 8,626. In my opinion the
figures speak for themselves, but 1 may
specially mention Cne with 563 electors, Mt.

Magnet with 970, Mt Margaret with 460,,

and Menzies with 324, Let hon. members
compare Menzies and its 324 eleclors with
Canning, where Mr. Clydesdale represents
14,609 electors. One elector in Menzies has
45 times the power of an elector in Canning.
The position is so ludicrous as to call for
immediate readjustment. I repeat, that the
representation of the metropolitan area 1s
utterly unfair and inequitable. The appoint-
ment of the Migration Commission by the
Federal Government I regard as a step in
the right direction, and I consider that West-
ern Australia is very fortunate in having
Mr. Charles Nathan, C.B.E,, as its Tepresen-
tative. That gentleman’s appointment means
not only that the interests of Australia will
he weil gnarded, but that the interests of this
State will receive fair and equitable repre-
sentation. Mr, Gray in his speech drew
special attention to the Fremantle railway
bridge, and I should like to utter just ome
word of warning. The present Government
and previous Governments have had warn-
ings regarding that bridge. The most ser-
tous warning has been given to the present
CGovernment, but the responsibility falls
upon all of us to see that the work of re-
construction is proceeded with as speedily as
possible. In that connection I hope special
attention and consideration will be given to
the growing requirements of the Fremantle
harbour. \Wherever the new bridges may be
placed, they should be so placed as not to
hamper the development of the harbour.
I thank hon. members for the kindly consid-
eration extended to me. As a member of
this ITouse I shall do my utmost to conform
with its usages and eustoms, to work in har-
mony with all members, ond to obey your
rulings, Mr. President; and as a citizen of
Western Australia T shall do my best to fur-
ther the prosperity of the great State in
which we live.

On motion by Hon.

adjourned.

H. Stewart, debate

House adjourned at 8.55 p.m.
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The SPEAKER ook the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—HOSPITAL FOR INSANE,
FRUIT SUPPLIES.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Honorary Min-
ister (Ilon, J. Cunningbam} 11, Is the policy
of providing fruit, at intervals, to patients
at the Hospital for the Insape being main-
tained? 2, Will he indicate the number of
cases and value of fruit so provided in each
six of the months during the past two years?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM replied: 1,
Yes; the arrangement indicated was
made in 1922, and purchases confined
to periods of glut in the fruit mar-
ket. The matter of further purechases will
receive attention when the next glut may
oeenr. 2, July-December, 1924—51 bags
oranges, valne £19 2s. 6d.; January-June,
1925—83 bags oranges, value £31 2s 6d.,
22781bs. water-melons, value £9 9s. 10d.;
July-December, 1925—10 bags oranges, value
£3 13s.; January-June, 1926—36 bags
oranges, value £13 10s.; 3,162lbs. water-
melons, value £13 3s. 6d.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.
Debate resumed from the 12th August.
MR. CHESSON (Cue) [4.37]: If T should

happen to wander in the course of my ve-
warks and refer to matters relating to consti-
tuencies other than my own, I ask hon. mem-
bers to realise that it will be merely to ex-
press my appreciation of the actions of the
people in the districis I shall refer to in
formulating schemes for the advancement not
only of those particular eentres, but pf the
State as a whole. I will also take the ap-
portunity to indicate my appreeiation of the
action of the Government in assisting such
schemes. In looking through the Governor’s
Speech, I notice a reference to the offer made
by the Government o assist in the establish-
ment of a central power house on the Golden
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Mile. That proposal has been commended
widely. 1t must be realised that the lay-out
of the mines along the Golden Mile lends
itselt’ to effective operations by means of a
cential power house and treatment plant.
No place in Western Australia, nor yet in
Ausiralia, lends itself more to such a seheme
than does the Golden Mile. The demand for
firewood under existing conditions represents
a tremendous drain upon the timber re-
sources in the areas surrounding the gold-
fields. With the progress of time, the de-
mand will make the task of supplying fire-
wood prastically impossible. Under the Gov-
ernment’s scheme for the provision of a cen-
tral power house, supplies would be con-
served, thus reducing costs and extending
the lives of the various mines. It goes with-
out saying that the ecompanies should have
resard to the report and recommendations ot
Mr. Kingsley Thomas, the Royal Commis-
sioner appointed to inquire into the gold
nining industry. His adviee was that in
order to give the mines a longer life, it was
essential that they should participate in the
scheme for a central power house and a cen-
tral treatment plant. Some such provision
is & necessity in Kalgoorlie if the mines are
to continue operating for a further long
period. The CGovernment have indicated
their desire to accord the industry liberal
assistance in the direction of establishing 2
poewer house. Following upon that, the pro-
vision of a centralised treatment plani must
be made. As indicated by Mr. Kingsley
Thomas, the mines, if they are to continne
operating, must do away with much of the
existing overhead charges. At Kalgoorlie
we have seven companies operating within
a small radins, with seven separate boards
of directors and with enormous treatment
plants. Hon. members can realise what the
cost of such a system must represent. If
the companies were to co-operate by work-
ing one large treatment plant, it would
revolntionise mining on the goldfields, The
mines would have a longer life, and the re-
sultant effect upon Kalgoorlie itself would
be most marked. Reference is made in the
Governor’s Speech to the commencement of
diamond drilling at centres adjacent to the
Golden Mile. That is a step in the right
direction. People who settle down in the
mining areas are naturally optimists. They
expect decent finds to be disclosed by these
operations. The Government in arriving at
their decision to put down the bores, have
acted wisely. T am also pleased to note that
the Collie power scheme is within measure-
shle distance of Lecoming an accomplished
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fact. As the people of Bunbury and Collie
are determined to ruise their proportion of
the necessary capital and the Government
are willing to assist on a £ for £ basis, the
way is paved for the establishment of the
first unit. Thus we will have electric power
gencrated at the pit's mouth and supplying
eleetricity for operating maehinery through-
out the large area to be covered by the
scheme, As time goes on and a greater de-
mand is made for power, other units will be
added, and there is nothing to prevent the
scheme ultimately extending further afield
even np fo Perth, the eleetricity being trans-
mitled by cables to industrial centres. If that
be done let hon. members consider what it
will’ mean for the State. No cheaper
power than electricity can be obtained,
particularly when the power is gener-
ated from waste products of the coal
mines. Efforts will have to be made to
establish factories in the country districts.
The general tendency has been to establish
factortes in the eity, and specially low rates
have been granted by the Government for
the econvevance of raw material to the manu-
factories. The establishment of the South-
West power scheme, however, will mean
cheap manufacturing costs for industries es-
tablished in that part of the Siate, and
should lead to a big increase of population
in the distriets served by the scheme. This
decentralisation must redound to the welfare
of the State. The Government have taken
a step in the right direction by proclaiming
the Miners’ Phthisis Aet. In all 3,353 miners
have been examined. It would have been
much better for the State had provision been
made for affected miners in the days when
the industry was flourishing, Had a levy
then been imposed upon the mines and sub-
sidised by the Government, we might have
had a system of eompensation to diseased
miners similar to that operating in South
Afriea. Through the delay, practically the
whole of the cost here has fallen on the Gov-
ernment, who have had to assume responsi-
bility for the whole of the mipvers affected
Ly fibrogis. When miners are declared to be
affected, they will be taken out of the mines
and will be paid half the ruling rate of
wages applying in the particular district.
In addition. the wife will be paid £1 a week,
and 8s. will be paid in respect of each child.
Tn the event of a miner dying, the sum of
£2 per week will be paid to the widow, The
(overnment, in making this provision, have
done better than has been done in any other
part of the world. The South Afriecan Act
provided that when men became “dusty,”
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they should be pulled out of the mines and
paid compensation on a weekly basis. I
have met in this State men who had left the
Sonth African mines eight or ten years be-
fore and were still drawing compensation
from the fund of that country. Men who
have long followed the calling of mining and
have become aftected must be provided for
berause, when pulled out of the mines, they
can follow ne other occupation. A man in
a4 mine, once hiz machine is rigged, is able
to zo ahead with his work, but put him on
the surface and he is quite unable to work.
1 note with pleasure that another link has
been added to the Esperance-Norseman rail-
way, a length of 6614 miles to Salmon Gums.
I shall welcome the day when Esperance re-
ceives. the trade that geographieally hclongs
to it. T hope the time is noi far distant
when the Esperance line will be linked up
with the Faztern Goldfields svstem and when
the trade of the Eastern Goldfields will
be econducted through YFsperance. Well-
equipped ports provide opportunities to es-
tablish industries, and the more poris we
ean open up, the better it will be for the
State. 1 feel sure that Mr. Walter Dwver,
who has been appointed President of the
Arbitration Court under the amended Act,
will hold the scales of justice fairly hetween
employers and employees. The new presi-
dent is 2 man who commands the respect of
every scction of the eommunity, and T am
confident that his decisions—the decisions
of the court really rest with the president—
wiill give general satisfaction. T should have
liked to see in the Governor’s Speech refer-
ence to the State Lotteries Bill, whieh gave
rise fo so much controversy two sessions ago.
We are getting a fair amount of revenue
from the amusement tax, but not sufficient
to provide for the hospitals throughout the
State. A lot of money is being sent away
for lotteries in Hobart and Queensland, and
we cannot prevent it. If people desire to
gamble, all the laws in creation will not pre-
vent them from doing so. The Government
should intercept the stream of money leav-
ing this State by providing lotteries in this
State. In my distriet the hospital subsidy
has been reduced by £200. Apparently, the
more that loeal people tax themselves and
the more money they provide for haspitals,
the more their subsidy is eut down. We
taxed ourselves and, by special efforts, sue-
ceeded in showing a small halance, and then,
to our surprise, our subsidy was reduced.
That is no incentive for people to work in
an honorary capacity for the welfare of
their hospitals. I realise the difficulties con-
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fronting the Treasurer in his efforts to pro-
vide for hospitals and charities, and 1 eon-
sider that legislation on the lines of the
Lotteries Bill would result io ample funds
being made available for such instifutions.
In outback parts, where the population is
scattered, there iz not available the medical
attention that people in the city enjoy. It
is necessary for couniry residents to tax
themselves in order to get a hospital, and
the burden falls much more heavily on
people in the sparsely populated parts than
on those in the larger centres. If the State
Lotteries Bill were again presented to Par-
liament, T think there would be a good
chance of its heing passed. We require the
money, and we should do our best to pre-
vent its being semt to other States.  The
people living avound Cue raised £699 for
the local hospital.: That is a heavy fax on
a small and diminshing eommunity. When
T visited Albany during the fire brigades’
demonstration, T availed myself of an in-
vitation to inspect the local woollen mills.
T was informed that the mill is one of
the best-equipped of its kind in Australia.
It is able to supply practically all the
wants of the local people in these lines. The
manager came from Bradford and is also ae-
quainted with the mills in the other States.
He informed me that if the goods manufac-
tured in Bradford and in the other States
were compared with these manufactured in
Alhany, no difference could be detected.
He also said that Australia grew the
wool, and that in Albany many of the em-
plovees had eome from Bradford, as he had
done. He said it was the same labour and
the same ¢lass of machinery that were used
in the manutacture of woollen goods in
Albany, and that the products turned out
were equal to any manufactured elsewhere
in the world. We hear constant reference to
the expenditure of money in the other States
in buying goods for Western Australia.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: So we should
hear it.
Mr. CHESSON: The Albany woollen

mills provide an opportunity for the loeal
people to be patriotie, and to patronise them.
Everything there is of local production ex-
cept the dyes. There is nothing to prevent
peeple when they go to their tailors or
storekeepers from asking for Albany wool-
len mill produets.

Hon. ¢. Taylor: I did that 14 months
ago, and have had suits of Albany tweed
ever sinee.

Mr, CHESSON: I am also wearing a suit
of Albany cloth. People may see a large as-
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sortment of these materials at Boan Bros,
and other places. There is no difficulty in
geiting the meterial. If people waat to see
the State progress they should demand these
products, and go elsewhere if they fail to
get them at the first place of call. These
are my sentiments and I carry them out. I
always endeavour to buy Australian goods,
but give the preference to local goods if
1 can get them. In this case the local goods
are well worth the money. If everybody did
this, many more people would be employed
at the Albany mills.

Hon. G. Taylor:
value, too,

Mr. CHESSON: There is nothing better.
The Murchison railway service consists of two
trains a week. They are called express trains.
On the journey up the train is not usually
overioaded, but the return journey is made
on a pick up train.  Stock is picked up
from Meckatharra right down the line, at
all the sidings. When the train reaches Mul-
lews a second engine is put on, and the pas-
sengers and stock are drawn ky the two
engines. It would be better to separate the
two classes of rolling stock. One engine
could bring on the passengers and goods, and
another could bring the stock. This would
be better for boti, and the passengers would
reach Perth earlier. I have no fault to find
with the aftention that is paid by the mem-
bers of the railway staff. I have been in
every washaway that has ocenrred during
the past few years. Whenever there 13 a
flood the officials patrol the lines day and
night, and make cvery provision for the
safety of passengers. I eannot understand
the reports that have been published about
the Fremantle railway bridge. On the Mur-
chison, in flood time, a truck goes ahead of
the train. I eannot credit that during the
flood the Fremantle bridge was not pa-
trolled night and day.

The Minister for Railways:
working within 100 yards of it.

Mr. CHESS0OX: A. little while ago there
was an eleetion in the Central Province for
the Legislative Council. Many objections
were seut in to numbers of electors. Accord-
ing to the Aet anyone lodging 2s. 6d. could
object to an cleetor. Many of these objec-
tion: were lodged concerning names, thag
were placed on Lhe roll, of people who were
fully qualified to exercise the franchise. The
notices were received in Cuoe on a Satur-
day. That day is a holiday, and they were
not delivered until Monday. The Revision
Court was held in Geraldion on the Thur:-

The maferial is good

Men were
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day, and the people against whom objee-
tion had been lodged had no chance to attend.
This applied to Greenough, Mt. Magnet,
Cue, Meekatharra, and many out sta-
tions. There is nothing in the Aet to say
that a revision court shall be held at Ger-
aldton, and not at any of the other places.
A justice of the peace could be appointed
to hold the court, and muech ineonvenience
and expense would be saved. Why should
people be asked to travel to Geraldton? The
Aet does not say they shall do so. This
arose simply because the officer in charge
of the chief centre, who conducts the
eleetions und deals with the work of revis-
ing the voll, decided to adopt this eourse.
That officer proved mmself incompetent in
that he did not give a broad interpretation
to the Act. If I had anything to do with the
matter that officer would be transferred to
a place where he could do no harm.

Hon, G. Taylor: Where would vou put
him?

Mr. CHESSON: He should have given
the peopie concerned an opportunity to ap-
pear before the eourt.  His action caused
them great inconvenience,

Hon. G. Taylor: The Minister for Rail-
ways thinks it was a good place at which to
hold the court.

The Minister for Railways:
That will not happen again.

Mr. Marshall: Residents of Peak Hill re-
ceived objection papers two days after the
hearing in Geraldton.

Mr. CHESSON: The Aot should be
amended in the direction I have indieated.
The best way would be to hold vevision
courts in the centres where the people con-
cerned live. TFrom the pastoral point of
view the Murchison has never looked better.
The lambing is good, and I have never seen
u betfer zeason. Two years ago the pastor-
alists had a drought to contend with. The
(overnment went to their assistance by al-
lowing the stock to be railed at a freighi
for one way onlv. The pastoralists are very
thankful to the Government, and give them
every ¢redit for what they did. If it had
not been for this assistance there would not
be nearly as mueh stock on the AMurchison
as there is lo-day. Al stock in Western
Australia could now be fed on the Murchison.
People are heginning to realise that this is
a fine pastoral preposition, and one of the
best assets the State has. Pastoralists are
going there from the other States, They
have been buying properties on the Murehi-
son at hig prices, and spending considerable
sums of money in suhdivisions, and in put-

Not at all.
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ting down wells and ereciing windmills and
troughs.  Water is obtained at a shallow
depth and a greai amount of top feed is
available. After a good season the district
can stand up to three years of poor seasons.
On the Murchison the pastoralists nearly
always find one good seasor in three.

Mr. Lindsay: The carrying capacity of
the Muhchison eouniry is low, though.

Mr, CHESSON: There is not sufficient
stock on the Murchison yet. Witk the sub-
division of holdings into reserves, the carry-
ing capacity has increased. Formerly no
such provision was made.

Hon. G. Taylor: In the past that conntry
has been over-stocked.

The Minister for Railways: The stock
used to die while travelling to water.

Mr. CHESSON: I am glad the Govern-
ment have provided funds to bere for coal
af Eridu. A coal discovery would mean
immense things to the port of Geraldton and
to the Murchison district. Mines on the
Murchison have been handicapped by lack
of firewood, and if they could get coal from
Geraldton it wonld mean a huge benefit to
them. Moreover, the Railway Department
now have to transport eoal from the south
as far as Meekatharra. This expense, too,
would be done away with by a coal discovery
at Eridu. Boring has been done there pre-
viously. It went {o a depth of 150 feet,
when the rod was lost; but there was quite
sufficient evidence that the country is coal-
carrying. With coal there would soon be
smelting works in Geraldton for lead ore
from Northampton and for copper ore from
the Murchison and the North-West. At
present this copper ore is sent to the East-
ern States for treatment. Another matter
affecting the port of Geraldton and the Mur-
chison as a whole is the manganese proposi-
tion at Horseshoe which was mentioned by
the member for Greenough (Mr. Kennedy).
Enormous deposits of manganese exist ai
Horseshoe, and good progress is being made
with the laying of the railway from Meeka-
tharra to Horseshoe. Xt is aemticipated that
by Christmas the railway will be operating
from Horseshoe to Geraldton, with immense
henefit -to the whole of the Murchison. A
daily service is aimed at, and this wonld
mean & great deal to the pastoralists, and
also to those who are endeavouring to open
up copper propositions beyond Horseshoe.
At one time ore from those propositions was
sent to Meekatharra. The new line will cut
out 81 miles which formerly bad to be done
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by camel teams, and thus there will be greater
scope for working the copper deposits. In
the past the copper would not pay to handle
unless 1t went 25 per cent, With the rail-
way, copper of & much lower grade could
be despatched to Geraldton for treatment.
In gold mining the Murchison shows a con-
siderable improvement. One of the most 1m-
portant factors towards creating this better
state of things has been the assistance for
carting given by the Minister for Mines. At
present any show within 30 miles of a State
battery can have its ore carted to that hat-
tery at the carting charge for five miles.
This means practically that every prospector
o circumstanced finds himself within a rad-
ius of five miles of a battery. Thus proposi-
tions which formerly could not be handled
at all now admit of development. At Tua-
biana, beyond Cue, mines were at one time
being worked, but the cartage rates for 20
miles into Cue proved prohibitive.  That
distriet is again being worked, as also are
other districts under similar econditions,
thanks to the assistance in carting given by
the Mines Department. Around Cue, Lake
Austin, Tuckanarra, and Tuabiana there are
now many prospectors at work. They have
put through the State battery at Cue 819
tons of ore which returned 1,056 ozs. of
gold, equal to 1 oz. 5 dwts. per ton, with 9
dwt. in the tailings, or 134 ozs. in all per
ton. That is a good average. The develop-
ment is due entirely to the assistance given
by the Mines Department. At Moyagee
there is ore yvielding 3 ozs. 1¢ dwtis. per ton,
and a crushing of 8 tons went 30 ozs. to the
ton. 1 am not referring to a quantity of
250 ozs. that was doliied from Walker’s pro-
position; I am speaking merely of what has
passed through the State bateries. Last ses-
sion the Minister for Mines definitely prom-
ised that he would sernd.diamond drills to
the various mining districts. That promise
has been carried out in the Muarchison, where
the drill is now operating. Eventually it
will go through the whole district, and I am
convinced that good resulis will acerne. An-
other start has been made on emerald min-
ing at Poona. Fine emeralds were found
there previously, but the trouble is that me
matter how much one tries to avoid it, the
stones always get into the hands of certain
people in Amsterdam, which is the great
market for precions stones. If those people
say that emeralds are fractured, then they
are fractured: there is no appeal. Now a
French firm has taken over the emeralds
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got at Poona, and may be able to market
them advantageously. In the past two or
three parcels were sent down from the field
to me, and they went through the Mines
Dopartment to the Agent General’s office
with striet instructions that the stones must
not pass into the hands of certain people.
In spite of the utmost efforts of the Mines
Department and the Agent General’s office,
however, the stones did reach the people in
question. I hope the French buyers may
have betfer luck. Turning now to prospeet-
ing, it seems that the horse is a thing of
the past and that the motor truek has taken
its place. The truck ean travel over much
longer distances, and it does away with the
need of carrying water for a horse. With
a truck it is only necessary to carry water
for prospecting and for domsestic purposes.
Prospectors using motor trucks have endeav-
oured fo take advantage of the speeial pro-
vision made for them in last year's legisla-
tion. In my district theve are two or three
prospectors who travel some 700 miles in
the year by motor fruck, and who use only
bush tracks—never the main roads. Yet
those men have had to pay the road boards
in their districts fees of £7 each. They com-
plain about that. If seems as if prospectors
are penalised for prospecting over long dis-
tances.

Mr. Marshall: Do they travel on the roads
or in the bush?

Mr. CHESSON: Always in the bush. As
a member of the Proespecting Board I have
had brought under my notice inquiries made
by promoters in the East, who wish to take
advantage of the assistance given here
through the prospecting vote. In the past,
if a show opened up well and would stand
inspection, the promoter took an option
over it. Now the contention of these East-
ern States promoters is that much the better
course would be to allow them to send out
well equipped parties of prospectors to see
if they cannot locate something. To this
end they ask for the same assistance
as is given to the ordinary prospector.
I think it is worth considering. When we
have investors comipng over from the East-
ern States prepared to spend large sums of
money on prospecting in this country, it is
up to us to do all we can for them.

Mr. Marshall: Short of spending Gov-
ernment money,

Mr. CHESSON: It would be a splendid
thing for the whole of the people of the
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State if we could induce the Federal auth-
orities to agree to the proposed gold bonus.
Something might be done if only the people
would get together and agitate until they
brought home to the Federal authorities
what Waestern Awustralia suffered through
the mining indusiry being compelled to sell
gold at pre-war prices. If we could get a
£1 per oz. bonus on gold for a peried of,
say, 10 years, it would mean a big thing to
this State, seeing that 75 per cent. of the
gold production of the Commonwealth is
furnished by Western Australia, We all
know what gold has done for this State, and
therefore what it deserves at our hands. The
payment of a gold bonns would result in the
opening up of many of our low grade pro-
positions at present impracticable of work-
ing. Also it would result in the setting up
of large machinery plants, in consequence
of which those low grade propositions would
be worked with a minimum of handling and
so, when the terin of the bonus expired,
those mines would be able to stand ulone.
It is up to the Federal Government to come
to the assistance of the industry, having re-
gard to what gold mining has done for the
Commonwealth.

Mr. Lutey: The gold bonus would give
the State o new birth.

Mr. CHESSON: And it would cenable
the companies to put up large plants of new
machinery and so do away with all hand-
ling charges. Certainly it would give a big
filip to the State’s progress. Now I come
to a little matier concerning my own dis-
triet. The Mararoa company’s mine is
fairly well developed. The shaft and a
winze are down 200 fvet, and there is be-
tween 500 and 600 feet of driving. The
Tode averages 8 feet in width. Over 4,000
tons of stone has been treated for a valne
of 41s. 9d. The manager estimales that
there are 33,000 tons of ore developed, the
extractable value of which is 41s. 9d. He
considers that with an up to date plant the
cost should not esxeeed 30s. That will mean
a profit of over £14,100. ! have heen through
the mine from one end to the other, and I
hold that the manager’s estimate of ore in
sight is a very conservative one. That of
cowrse is dealing with the northern end of
the property. Possibly there is not so rouch
at the other end, The mine is employing
40 men, and with an up to date treatment
plant it would employ at least 100 men, and
would be one of the best gold producers in
the district. Everybody knows the Mararoa



[17 Averst, 1926.]

Gold Mining Company, and has watched
their operations in this State. They work
a property for all it is worth and, as a re-
sult, it soon becomes a well developed show.
In the mine ailuded to they -have gone a
few feet into the sulphide zone; if the bore
Proves that the stone lives down, it will
mean a big future for the property. T wish
to deal briefly with the operations of the
State Prospecting Board for 1925. I am a
member of that board, and I can say that
the board is always ready to go to the as-
sistance of bona fide prospectors. During
the year the board eontinued io assist pros-
pectors by means of sustenance, explosives,
railway fares, freight and the loan of turn-
outs and equipment for prospecting in ap-
proved loealities. The report of the board
for 1925 is of great interest. It reads as
follows:—

From the inception of the Board on lst
September, 1919, to 31st Deecember, 1924,
assistanec was granted to 711 parties, com-
prising 1191 men at a cost of £28,252 14s. 10d.
During the year 1925, 166 parties represent-
ing 266 men were assisted and 112 applica-
tions for extension were granted, on the
recommendation of the Board, at a cost of
£3,818 13s. 1d. This amount was apportioned

as follows:—

£ s -
Rations 4294 0 2
Hire of horses 335 16 10
Hire of camels 102 7 2
Purchase of equipment 212 8.2
Freight .. - .. 5019 G
Fares .. .. . .. 7919 1
Explosives .. . .. 41 16 2
Miscellaneous 338 15 11
Camden Sound Party 362 0 9

£5,818 13 1

In addition, since 1st September, 1819, £4,131
16s. 2d. has been spent on five prospecting
parties controlled by the Board, and consist-
ing in all of 28 men. This makes a total of
§82 parties, comprising 1,485 men assisted at
a total cost of £38,203 4s. 1d., since the origin
of the Board the average expenditure per
man assisted being £25 14s. 6d. During the
yvear 41 applications were refused and 12
were withdrawn. In some instances where
assistance was refused, it was because the
applications were beyond the scope of the
Board. During the early part of the vear
the whole of the goldfields area was suffering
from a prolonged drought, and similar con-
ditions prevailed during November and
December. For this reason alone the Board
was reluctantly eompelled to refuse some of
the applications made. Many assisted
prospectors were successful in finding gold

297

during the year, and some of the returns are
shown hereunder:—

Tons, Ozs.

Jones, W. ... | oo 18 61.56

Martyn, W, 120.75 56.25

-Nyborg, A. R. Dollied 47.56

Nyborg, A. B.~ .. .. 8 24 .
Allen, W, . .- .. Alluvial 90.7
Allen, W, . . 9 18.6
Sclatur A . A 25 48.5
Curtis .uu.l Dceble A 9 9.6
Rogers and Oliver .. 25 20
Heffernan and Swangon .. 20 313.28
Heffernan and: Swanson .. Dollied 258.2%
Bankier and MeParlin .. Alluvial 63.1
King, J. . .. 12.5 16.75
Phillipe and Stonc o4l 17.3
Stewart, R. J. . 11 33.95
Splttka. and \Vaack .. 24.25 10.5%
Riggall and Irwin .. 61 19
Currie, R. and G. .. .., 26 27.16
Graham and Lansdell .. 17.5 15
In addition to the above, several small crush-
ings were reported by other prospectors,
Good prospects have been reported by

Messrs. Hollow and Heaton of Glenelg Hills,
Heffernan and Swanson at Barrambie, Gess-
ner and Huffa at Kurnalpi, Edwards and
Gould at Corboy’s PFind, and Baumgarten
and Party at Pinyeringa Pool 125 miles
north-east of Meekatharra, The following
refunds were made during the year:—

£ s d.

Allen, Wm. .. .. .. 3413 4
Nybarg, A. R. ., . .21 2 0
Heffernan and Swanson 162 10 ©
Hough, D. E, A .. .. 13 0 0
Asher, .J. .. .. 81 ¢
Sclater, A. ¢ R {1 I | 1]
Stcarlman and McFarland ... 11 0 0
Btones, B. - .. 15 9 0
Hewift and Runge .. .. 26 0 0
Total .. £301 15 4

Assistance has been granted te prospectors in
all parts of the State, although the majority
wera in the Eastern and Murchison Gold-

fields. On' 31st December, 1925, they were
located as follows:—
Parties. Men.
North-West .. i 13
Murchison .. .. 2 41
Northern .. .. 5 9
Eastern .. .. 29 45
Southern .. .. 4 6
76 114

Of the 76 parties mentioned, twe had turn-

-outs only, one had turnout and tools, 14 had

tarnouts, tools and sustenance, four had
sustenance and tools, 10 had tools only, and
45 had sustenance only. Early in the year
the Board assisted a party of prospectors by
the loan of a boat and equipmesnt, also sus-
tenanee for the purpose of prospecting on the
Kimberley coast. Owing to a disagreement
in the party the Board wonld not allow them
to proceed heyond Roebourne, where the ex-
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pedition was abandoned. The cost of this
party was £362 9s. 84., but by the sale of the
boat and stores the loss was reduced by £252
10s. In August another party of four men
set off in the direction of Warburton Ranges,
with camels and full cquipment, but when
about 1U0 miles east of Burtvilie their natives
deserted them, and the party with some diffi-
cuity returned to Laverton, where the
attempt was abandoned. Although prospec-
tors, Messrs. Jones and Harris, who were
assisted by the Board during 1924, did not
discover anything which has proved to be of
value to them, they opeuned up the district
covering Corboy’s Find, Gauzelli’s Find and
Lake Maitland, frem which the following
crushings were reported during the year:—

Tons. Fine ozs.

Corboy’s Reward .. 108 76.80
Corboy’s Reward North.. 100 82.066
Laughing Jack .. .. Gl 15.65
Wandilia .. . .. 25 22.11
Toscana .. 109 424.03

Total 403  621.25

8ince the preceding report for the yoar end.
ing 3lst December, 1925, has been compiled
the following additional figures arc available
for the period ending 30th June, 1926:—New
applications for assistance totalled 93, em-
bracing 140 men; extensions of periods
granted were made in 59 cases; 41 applica-
tions were refused and three withdrawn, The
expenditure for the six months was £2766,
bringing the total sinee inception to the 30th
June, 1926, up to £40,969. Prospects in the
vieinity of the Glenelg Hills continue to held
the attention of a number of parties and the
holders of the Reward Claim have about 25
tons of ore bagged, ready for trangport by
motor lorry to Narembeen, thence by rail to
Coolgardie State Battery for treatment. Four
or five parties of prospectors who are being
assisted by the State Prospecting Board are
located inm the vicinity, but, although pros-
pects are in some instances’ encouraging,
nothing of outstanding value has yet heen
unearthed.

The prospecting board dealt with a number
of applieations during the year, and gave
every possible consideration to those who ap-
pealed for help. All were of n good type.
A good deal of prospecting is being done at
the present time right throughout the State,
and, seeing that excellent rains have fallen
everywhere, I am hopeful that there will he
some good finds, and that many of the pro-
spectors will receive that reward to which by
their patient labour. they are entitled. It 1s
only by loaming and careful prospecting that
alluvial deposits are discovered, but on ae-
count of the adverse seasons, it has bheen a
difficult matter for men in the outhack coun-
try to earry on their operations  The pro-
specting hoard, which will shurtly ceaze to
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exist, has done valuable work fer the State,
and it has paved the way for the appoint-
ment of a permanent board. The last point
to which 1 wish to refer is that a policy
should be laid down by the Government re-
specting assistance to be given to industries
in outback centres. For instance, we find
that people are prepared to spend large
sums of money in erecting machinery out in
the back blocks, but they are hampered in
every possible way. Were facilities given for
the conveyance of plants to distant centres,
where valuable use could be made of them,
it would mean providing considerable em-
ployment. But instead of assistance being
given in this direction, obstacles are placed in
the way. We help the agriculturist by con-
veying superphosphate to his farm at a
greatly reduced rate. I do not wish to say
anything against that. We also provide
cheap freights to the nearest ports, but when
it comes to earrying mining machinery, pen-
alties are immediately imposed. It should
be the poliecy of the Government to assist
in every possible way to convey machinery
to distant parts of the State at the lowest
possible rate. If people are prepared to
erect big treatment plants, so as to earry on
operations on an enlarged scale, we should
be prepared to help them in cvery way.
Often it happens that the representative of
a mining concern will travel throughout the
Siate to select a snitable plant. Then what
happens? A considerable portion of the
capital is absorbed by the conveyance of that
plant to its destination.

Hon. . Taylor: Railway freights on
machinery have always been heavy.

Mr. CHESSON : They have been un-
necessarily heavy, and it is about time that
sympathetic consideration was given to the
question, I thank members for their patient
hearing.

THE MINISTER FTOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin—North-Hast Fremantle)
[555]: I rise with a certain amount of
diffidence to speak on the Address-in-reply,
for the reason that I am in charge of a de-
partment that has been: eriticised during the
course of the present debate more than any
other. As agriculture is the State’s prinei-
pal industry, all eyes are foeussed on the
administration of the department, and its
activities arc watched more closely than is
the case in respeet of anv other, Everyone
realises that the future prosperity of the
State depends entirelv on land settlement.
TJust hefore Parliament was called together,
realising the difficulties thet have heen ex-
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perienced for some time past in the direc-
sion of providing land for the numerous ap-
plicants, 1 issued instructions that a map
should be prepared te¢ show in colours the
ireas that had been alienated from the
Jrown. With your permission, Mr. Speaker,
[ have placed that map on the wall of the
Jhamber, It is up to date to the extent that
¢t is made up to 12 o’clock fo-day. Every
piece of land that has beea taken from the
Urown up to noon to-day is shown on the
nap. On inspecting it, members will realise
‘hot there is very little land left for futwre
settlement unless the State embarks uwpon a
policy of railway construction on a big
scale.

Mr. Latham: It would be worth it if
suceess is to follow in the manner that the
State has already experienced.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: The
rouble in regard to such a poliey is that at
the present time we have many people,
Uready on the land, elamouring for railways
0 take their produee to the market, so as
‘0 enable them to make their propositions
>ayable. We realise that the position to-
lay is very different from what it was a
Yew vears ago. The alteration has eome
tbout largely by the introduction of motor
raction. It is not so necessary to-day as
t was some time ago to have railways in
womparalively close proximity, and hearing
o mind the policy of road construction
shich my colleagne the Minister for Works
s in view, we should be extra cauntions for
e time being in respect of railwav con-
struetion. [ do wish, however, to impress
ipon members the fact that it is urgently
1ccessary, if the State is to keep on pro-
spering, that railways should be built to
‘hose hizger areas where, at the present time,
t would be unprofitable to carry on farming
suecessfullv. There is at the present time
seing classified no less an area than approxi-
nately 3,000,000 acres of land to the east
f the Norseman-TEsperance line. What that
Jassification will he T am not in a position
o say at this stage, but when the Teader of
‘he Opposition was on the Treasurv bench,
e of his Ministers informed us of the en-
wmons area that existed there ard he de-
weribed it as a new provinee. Tt is, how-
wer, impossible to attempt to effeet settle-
nent there until a classification has been
nade. and officers of the department are en-
raged an the work at the nresent time. Then
veain if would be impossible to open up that
ract of eountry without the aid of railwavs,
Then aeain reference is made in the Gov-
srrar's Speech to the proposal to eonstruet
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a lice from Ejanding northwards. We have
discovered by means of a classification of
land east of Perenjori and through to Roth-
say, some 200 square miles of good wheat-
growlng country. When thal line is construc-
ted—the Bill will be presented to Parliament
before the end of this session—we shall have
a large area that will be thrown open for
selection and settlement in the near future.
During the last year or iwo il has become
necessary to ygive greater attention lo the
areas lying eastwards of the settled areas.
It has to be realised that the acreage of land
available close to existing railways is so
small that unless something is done o direct
the attention of people requiring land to
where there is land for settlement, we shall
have to elose down upon these activities tor
a period. We cannot afford to do that
while land is available. 1 was informed to-
day by the Surveyor Generat that he has dis-
covered a further area south-east of South-
ern Cross. A further railway will be re-
quired to cpen up that area.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
Forestania aren?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, but
it is in that direction. It is hoped that a
large area will be available for selection in
that district as well. Hon. members must
realise that this all means considerable ex-
penditure in the future. T mention that now
so that members may keep in mind that the
State cannot afford to stand still. In the
future we must open up areas beyond the
present railway radins. We must endeavour
io anthorise further railway construction to
enable these millions of aeres of land to be
settled. It is trne that some people who
make applieation for land, complain that it
is not available. Theyr have asserted that
we have adveptised the existence of millions
of acres available for settlement. When my
attention was drawn to that advertisement,
T authorised an alreration and now the refer-

Is that the

.enee is to “large areas” instead of to
“millions of acres.” It i3 a fact, of
course, that we have large areas of
Jand to be opened up but they are

not situated at a distanee convenient to
exi~ting railways. but are too far awayx
to enable anvone to carry on farming oper-
ations suecessfully. No matter what Gov-
ernment may be in power, it will be neces-
sary for Parliament, as well as for the Gov-
ernment, to take info eonsideration the
nrgent necessity o proceed with our de-
velomental railways fo open up the millions
of acres of land lying castward of the pre-
sent settled districts. The demand for land
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is as keen as ever. Whenever a reserve is
thrown open for selection within a reason-
able distance of a railway, there are always
between 100 and 150 applicants for blocks.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Never again
shall we be able to satisfy the dewand for
land.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No; we
have the land but not the raillway communi-
cation. While the demand for land is as
keen as ever, unfortanately many of the
areas thrown open for selection comprise
land reserved in years gone by but not now
required for the purposes for which the re-
servations were made. I remember being
asgoeiated with a Government some years
ago, and in the course of a speech I said
that the land reserved for the purposes of
the Water Supply Department would soon
become so extensive that the department
would have more land than was controlled
by the [ands Department. Since then it
was found, owing to the goldfields water
supplies and other provisions as well, that
a number of reserves could be released for
settlement. There has been a heavy demand
from people desiring to get these blocks.
There is another phase of the question, how-
ever, that has to be remembered in connec-
tion with applications for land. The fact
that the Agricultural Bank grants assistance
to settlers within a specified distanee of a
railway, eonstitutes the principal reason why
many people have applied for blocks. I
have said on former oceasions that many
people apply for land but the reason for
the application is more for a bank loan than
for the land itself. In other words, the great
majority of the people in Western Australia
who require land have not the money with
which to develop their holdings. They rely
enfirely upon advances from the Agricul-
tural Bank for clearing and developing their
blocks. It is significant that when land is
thrown open within the preseribed distance
from a railway, thus enabling the Agrieul-
tural Bank to make advances, there are
always plenty of people desirous of getting
hold of the blocks. But when the land is
20 miles or more away from a railway, very
few applications are received for the bloeks.

Mr. Latham: You will find that there is a
lot of first-class land there.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
had a return compiled showing what areas
of land at present open for selection have
not been applied for.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is there much?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It varies
in distriets. The return disclosed that there

[ASSEMBLY.]

are elose upon 4,000 areas on the books of
the Lands Depariment that have been thrown
open for seleetion, but for whiech no person
so far has applied.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do you mean 4,000
bloeks ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, not
acres. Of course much of that land is of in-
ferior quality.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Some of it is
very inferior.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But there
are areas of good quality land within 20
mtiles of a railway., The return shows the
districts where the blocks are sitnated. A
fair proportion of the blocks are in the
south-western division, which is not a wheat
growing proposition.

Hon. Sir James Mitcheli: Does the return
represent the balance of the 6,000 blocks we
had some years ago?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There are
about 4,000 now. It is bandy ¢n occasions
to have a few hlogks like these on hand,
because there are men who endeavour to get
land, bot when they discover that they can-
not get the blocks on which Agricultural
Bank advances may be made, they are able
to find money of their own. Thus they take
up land further away {rom the railways. Of
course hon. members know that if one ap-
plication only is reeeived for a block, it has
to go to the applicant. Last year the mem-
bers of the Land Board found it necessary
to sit on 93 days. That affords an indication
that their time has been fairly well oceupied.
We have endeavoured to throw open all land
possible for selection. The number of ap-
plications dealt with by the board during
the year was 2,223. That shows conclusively
that many people, most of whom are resi-
dents of the State, desire to secure holdings.
The number of new settlers during the year
was 995, That means that elose upon 1,000
settlers have been placed on new areas dur-
ing the last 12 months. That must tend to-
wards the progress and prosperity of the
State. There is not the least doubt in my
mind from the reports I have obtained from
officers generally, that the State has never
before been more prosperous from the stand-
point of land selection. During the past few
weeks since the end of the financial year,
there has been the same keenness to secure
tand. The only difficulty we have is that
there are no large areas within a reasonable
distance of railways already construeted.
During the year several large bloeks, prin-
cipally along the Esperance railway, have
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been su:veyed. Others lie north of Koorda,
east of Pithara and Kalkailing, and north
of Westonia. In those areas land iound sait-
able for selection will he thrown open for
agricnltural purposes. East and north of
Salmon Gums a large area of land already
surveyed has been inspecied. The survey was
begun wLen the Leader of the Opposition
was in ohice, and has been completed smce.
At the present time we have approximately
350 bloiks c.oe to the railway. We propose
to use a large number of those blocks in
order to place upon them men who have had
to leave the mines on account of their health.
The Government have arrived at 2 decision
on that poirt already hecanse, as hon. mem-
bers are awa:e, a large number of mimer
have had to leave the mines. These men have
played n hig part in the development of the
State. They have, perhaps, done more to aid
the progress o Western Australia thar
many mo-e, Fecause the gold mines first af-
tracted poirrlation to the State. It was
tkrough the coldfields that the worth of ous
agriculiural a-eas was recognised. Had it
not heen for the mining iudustry, it is prob-
able that the State would not have made the
progress that is apparent to-day. A laree
number of miners have developed miners’
disease and have come directly under the
operations of the Miners' Phthisis Act passed
by Partiament o few years ago. The men T
refer to are not those who have eome di-
rectly under that Act, but are those who
have been notified by medieal officers after
exmmination that it would be in the interests
of their benlth if they left the mines. There
are larze numbers of men in that position
to-day and consequently it became urgently
necessary for something to be done for
them when they left the mines. It was neces-
sary to place them in suitable and profit-
able employment. In order to achieve that
end, it was thought that no better means
could be found than to place them on the
land adjoining the railway from Norseman
to Salmon Gums. They could not be sent
to the group seitlements in the South-West
because the damp climate would mean that
their lives would be very short indeed. Tt
was thought beiter to place the men on land
where the climatic conditions would be prac-
tieally similar to those of Kalgoorlie, and in
an area where the Agricultural Bank could
render assistance to them. Many of these
men have large families. From what I know
of miners—I was born and brought ap in a
mining community—once they sef their
hands to work and decide upon something
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as being necessary for their advaamcement,

they get to work with a will and make a sue-
cess of it

Sitting suspended from 6.15 te 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I was 1e-
ferring to the miners who have been with-
drawn from the mines on account of disease
and whomn we intend to settle on Esperance
lands. It is not the intention of the depart-
ment to throw open, the Esperance land for
sclection because, if that were done, the jand
intended for the men suffering from miners’
disease would in all probability be granted
te men in good health. The decision would
rest with the Land Board. Under the Act
passed last session we have power to declare
a group, and we intend to declare one or
more groups there and make the land avail-
uble for the men from lke goldliclds. A
schieme has been prepared by the Agricul-
tural Bank trustees under which they ean
render assistanee for developing these hold-
ings. The land will be developed as in the
wheat areas, under thel bank {rustees and
not under the Group Settlement Advisory
Committee. At present we have men in
the district elearing roads, and the Water
Supply Department have men taking suf®
veys of the contour of the country with a
view to providing water supplies. It would
be inadvisable to send men to the district
unless water was first provided for them;
otherwise a considerable portion of their
time would be oceupied in carting water to
Lheir boldings. We hope that in the eourse
of a few weeks, when roads have been pre-
pared and water has been provided, this
settlement will be procceded with. Tt will
take time; it cannot be done hurriedly. We
tholl do owr best to ensure that these men
are properly established, Applieations for
land have continued to be received in large
nambers, During the year the total number
of applications was 7,567 embracing an area
of 11,373152 acres, inclusive of pastoral
lands. The member for Toodyay (Mr.
Lindsay) the other night referred to the
inspection of light lands. The work of in-
specting the light land has been continued
during the year. Mr. Bostock, who has had
n good deal of experience, has been travel-
ling in various parts of the State inspecting
light land ard giving full particulars of each
area inspected. We know to-day respect-
ing many such areas the quality of the
land, if it bas a subsoil and what the sub-
soil consists of, and how the land may best
be settled. We are also aware whether it
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carries poison. Any person desirous of tak-
ing up land ean obfain that information
from the department and e¢an judge whether
the land is suitable for wheat growing or for
sheep farming only. The Press have been
very kind throughout in publishing Mr. Bos-
tocks’ reports. Through the Press making
known these reports numerous applications
have been received for land thal previously
attracted no attention, Since Mr. Bostock
started his inspection no less than 1,700,000
acres of light land has been taken up for
settlement. I am glad this land is being
settled, because it will cnable people located
on the better land to cope with vermin. T
would rather sec this land given away than
permit it to lie idle as it has done. Almost
the whole of the areas inspected lie within
1255 miles of a railway. Let me repeat what
1 said two years ago, that I think the Min-
ister for Lands should have more diseretion
when dealing with light land.

Mr. Corboy: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: At the
time 1 made that remark members inter-
jected that they considered an area of 5,000
aeves sufficient for each settler, On the map
hanging in the Chamber is shown a large
area along the west coast near the Midland
‘Railway Company’s line, That land is nearly
all sand plain and a 5,000-acre block is no
good for wheat growing. It is not a busi-
ness proposition; consequently no one will
take up 5,000 acres.

Mr. Lindsay: 1t is very sandy country.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
dealing with sand plain on whieh it is pos-
sible to turn sheep for only three or four
months in the year, the Minister should have
discretion to grant larger areas if considered
necessary by the officers of the department.
That land is remaining idle and the faet of
its being unoceupied makes it detrimental to
settlers in the vicinity. After the discussion
last session on the motion for supplying
wire netting, the Government found it neces-
sary to purchase wire netting for the pro-
tection of farmers. Without legislative au-
tuority the Government purchased 2,000 miles
of wire neiling, most of which bas been sup-
plied to farmers. The Commonwealth Gov-
ment in 1923 passed a measure to pro-
vide for the supplying of wire netting
over a term of 20 years during which the
principle moneys only would be repaid.
The persons who obtained wire netting
under the Commonwealth Act would get it
{ree of interest for 20 years and would re-
pay only the capital cost. The amount al-
lotted to this State was ahout £46,000. Re-
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presentations were made lor a larger sum
and the amount was increased by £11,400.
We were also able to use the amount repaid
for wire netting for the purchase of addi-
tional netting to be supplied to other farm-
ers on similar terms, Just before the end
of the financial year we obtained informa-
tion from the Commonwealth Governmeni
that there was £50,000 in hand that had not
been expended by the other States, and it
was intended that if any States applied for
wire to the extent of the £30,000, the appli-
cations would be treated on their werits.
In view of our distance from the seat of the
Federal (Government, I considered that we
in Western Australia might be at a disad-
vantage, so I instructed the Under Sccre-
tary to wire the Commonwealth Governmazat
requesting them to set aside a sum for West-
ern Australia out of the £50,000, To for-
ward each individual application to the
Commonwealth would have involved a delay
of at least four days. The Commonwealth
refused to grant that request, so by ecuch
sueceeding mail we forwarded numerous ap-
plications already in hand, with the vesult
that we were allotted £20,000 out of the
£50,000. Therefore an additional £20,000
worth of wire netting has heen supplied
under the provisions of the Commonwealth
Aet of 1923, which means that it will be
free of interest for 20 years, the repavments
being made every six months. I might add
that when the Government ordered 2,000
miles of wire netting, they had no know-
ledge of the extra money that the other
States had not used, but we had been noti-
fied that the Cominonwealth proposed to as-
sist the tfarmers in netting their holdings.
They set aside for this State a sum of
£106,000 per year for six years, subjeet to
the State entering into an agreement to that
effect. We, however, ecould not wait for the
agreement, cspecially as I considered the
agreement far from satisfactory because tiw
Commgpnwealth would not allow the State
anything to cover the cost of administra-
tion. Under the agrecnmient it was provided
that the maximum amount of interest to be
charged was 4 per cent., but farmers had
to pay also a sinking fund of 2 per cent.
and 1 per cent. to a trust fund, the 1 per
cent. being for the purpose of purchasing
additional wire netting to be supplied on
similar terms. We thought the State should
be paid semething to cover the cost of ad-
nministration, and we requested the same

. conditions as applied under the loans of

the Apgricultural Bank. This request was
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efused, but eventually the Commonwealth
greed to allow us administration costs as
1id down in their Wire Netling Aect of
923, namely £1 per mile of wire netting
upplied. For that £1 per mile we have to
eep their accounts for a period of 25 years.
hen we found ourselves confronted with
ifliculty becanse the Commonwealth had
ot passed any legislation to deal with this
uestion.  Fortunately we prepared a
cheme of our own, and to-day we are suy-
lying neiting over a period of 25 years at
8 1s. 2d. per cent, which includes interest
nd sinking fund. Every person who has
ad wire netting from the State Govern-
1ent is assured under the mortgage entered
nto, that if an agreement be entered inlv
'ith the Commonwealth Government, 5 re-
uction will be made in the price aceording
» the Commonwealth terms. We have
‘ired and written to Melbourne asking when
: was proposed to introduce a measure Lo
itify the agreements regarding wire net-
ng. Yesterday we received a reply stating
1at New South Wales, South Ausiralia,
nd Tasmania had not yet agreed to ihe
theme and consequently more time would
ave to be given for those States to eonsider
1¢ matter. We then wrote to the Common-
ealth Government and asked them 1o
nalise the agreement with this State, be-
wuse the Commonwealth Government will
ot meet again until early next year, by
‘hich time our Parliament wounld have pro-
sgued. Consequently it would be impos-
ible for the State Parliament te ratify the
greement until the end of next year. What
1e result will be I cannot say. The State
ill no doubt have to coatinue to provide
dditional netting, and probably it will be
ccessary pext year for the Treasurer to
rovide additional money.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
n Agrienltural Bank matter,
The MINISTER FOR LANXNDS: No, a
ands Department matter. The reason why
at is so is that nnder the Commonwealth
sheme it is compulsory for the Lands
lepartment lo supply the netting. All
ae papers have fo be signed by the
linister for Lands before being sent to the
‘ommonwealth Government for approval.
7e have made no alteration in the system,
acause the same staff has been keeping the
wcounts for wire netting in the past and
il do so in the future. I hope the
rrangement will be approved so that we
izl be able to have our agreement, which
as been drawn up but not signed, com-

It would be

pleted and sent over, and that this session
we shall be able to bring the matter before
Parliament for ratification. There have
never been so many applications for people
to go on the land as is the case now. I wish
to refer now to a matter that has constantly
been alluded to in the Press, namely that it
would be an advantage to the State if it had
representatives in Melbourne and Syduney to
give people information about our land.
There is no neecessity for that to be done
with regard to Crown lands, for we have no
areas of any magnitude available within
reasonable distance of a railway. 1f olfices
were opened up at the expense of the State,
they could deal with privaie land only. That
is not the duty of the Government, but of
the private owners. If they have land
for sale it is their business to place it be-
fore those who may desire to purchase it.
The Speech deals with the migration posi-
tion and compares it with the pesition for
the previous year. The migration agreement
that has been entered into has Leen laid on
the table of the Housze. I suppose every
member has a copy. This agreement has
been signed and fixed up entirely since last
session. :

Mr. Latham: We have only one small por-
tion of it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member hag all the agreements.

Mr. Latham: They are not printed yet.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They are
printed. T laid on the Table the Common-
wealth agreement with the British authori-
ties, the State agreement with the Common-
wealth, and the sunplementary agreement en-
tered intp hetween the British Government,
the Commonwealth Government, and the
State Government, which eancelled the pre-
vious arrangement entered into by the mem-
ber for Northam (Hon. Sir James Mitchell),
which document is now referred to as the
old agreement.

Mr. Latham: We Lave only a copy of the
supplementary agreement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
agreements have heen distributed. A num-
her of people are of opinion that the British
Government are finding the money for mi-
gration. Such is not the case.  All the
money that has to be raised for migration
must be raised by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, and not the British Government.
The Commonwealth Government lend the
money to the State.



304

My, Latham: How is the new board going
to make advances?

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: I do not
intend to discuss the new board. I may have
to go before it, and the less I say the better.
Wait until I have been before it.

Mr, Latham: That is a pretty bad posi-
tion for a Minister of the Crown to be in.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think any State Government would agree to
any eommission or hody of men, appointed
by an outside party, coming here and dictat-
ing the policy that must be dictated by this
Parliament.

Mr. Latham: I hope that will not be done
so far as this State is coneerned. Such peo-
ple have ne responsibility towards our citi-
zens,

The MINISTER FQR LANDS: They
have no power. Concessions granted under
the agreement are allowed entirely ou
the number of migrants brought into the
State. Any amount that is borrowed from
the Commonwealth is borrowed pro rata on
the number of migrants brought into the
State. If the Commonwealth Government
dictated the policy® for the State, all we
would have to do would be to say, “You
want to manage the State instead of
allowing our Parliament to do so; we
are going to cease migration under the
apreement,” and that would be the end
of it. The agreement provides that for
every £750,000 loaned by the Commonwealth
for public works, the State undertakes to
bring in 10,000 migrants, of which there are
to be 750 families of an average of five,
withont means. The words “without means™
I discussed with the Migration Depariment
in Melbourne. They signify that any person
aceepted in England as a nominated or as-
sisted migrant is considered to be a person
without means. No agreement was entered
into whereby it will be compulsory for us
to continue, The agreement provides that
for cvery farm established there shall be
advanced a sum of £1,000 for its develop-
ment. The persons who are placed on the
land must represent in each case a family
of five. The agreement differs from the last
one in (hat persons who are established on
the land may be divided info one half Aus-
iralian settlers and one half migrants. Tn-
der the old agreement &ll had to be migrants.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is that the old agree-
ment?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As I
have stated, there are the three agreements.
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Mr. Teesdale: 1Jo you say the Imper
Government are paying nothing?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I w
comie to that when I deal with group sett
ment. The Commonwealth Government a
not the Imperial Government have to rai
the money.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: You have
bring out more people than was necessa
under the old agrecment.

The AMINISTER FOR LANDS: Only
few. The State is indebted fo a large exte
to the ladies’ auxiliary in this matter
migration. | know of no organisati
which does more exeellent work in a volu
tary wanner in endeavouring to make the
wlo become group settlers, and those w
are general migrants more contented wi
their lot, than does this auxiliary.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And they sti
to their joh.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They a
doing good work, and are continually at
They endeavour to the best of their abili
to overcome all difficuliies. They supp
books and vreading matter generall
attend to needy cases, and do ma
things for the newcomers, although ¢t
subsidv  from the Government iz b
a small one, They work silently, ve
little being heard of them. I am fhe mo
pleased about the auxiliary because it plac
us in this position, that when domestics a
rive in the State they are met by membe
of that organisation at Albany and F:
mantle. These ladies deal with all the cast
and, in respect of any complaints that aris
they are in a position te answer them a:
to refute any derogatory statements that a
made concerning the reception of migran:
They have furnished the Tmmigrants’ Hon
at Fremantle, and made it comfortable £
the givls. They have improved the sleepir
accommodation, and, particularly in the ca
of the girls, are doing everything possib
to make them comfortable while they rema
in Fremantle. T regret 1 shall have to rep
to statements that have been made durir
the speeches on the motion before the Hous
T must first apologise to members. On the
oceasions I do not nsually indulge in figure
which are more generally used on the Es
mates; bnt to-night, because of the clat
ments that have been made, I shall be oblig:
to quote some. I will first refer to the Am
cultural Bank. The member for Katannir
(Mr. Thomson) took me to task beecause
would nof instruct the trustees of the Agy
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wultwrral Bank how they were to run their
siness. I interjected at the time that Par-
iament had taken the management of the
\gricultural Bank éntirely out of the hands
f the Minister.

Mr, Stubbs: And 2 good job too.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: Parlia-
nent has vested this in the hands of the
rustees of the Bank. The Minister never
25 a file unless some member of Parliameat
nakes a complaint, The files are entirely
inder the supervision of the trustees. They
tnow every case that has to be dealt with,
ing the position of their clients. If a AMin-
ster started to interfere with them the
sjooner he jumped into the Swan River the
refter.

Mr. Stubbs: It would be a bad thing for
he State it the trustees were interfered
with,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Several
nembers have written to me on Agricultural
Bank matters, and I have replied referring
hem to the trustees. They have adopted
‘he suggestion. In other cases this has not
’een dome. 1 sympathise with members of
Parliament, for, after 20 years’ experience,
[ know the difficulties that confroni them.
[t is our duty to tell people on the land that
Parliament has placed the control of the
pank in the hands of the trustees, and that
their business must be done by the trustees
and not by the Minister. I merely point
this ont in order to show what is the dutly
of members in that respect. Members have
interviewed me on such matters time after
time, and I am inclined to believe that there
are some members who—whether for the
purpose of gaining a little political advant-
age I neither kmow nor care—when the Agri-
cultnral Bank trustees will not advance what
is asked or when thev take action for the
protection of the bank, appeal to the Min-
ister as if he had full control and could alter
the decisions of the trustees if he thought
fit. The Minister has no suck power. The
trustees can tell the Minister fo go to
Halifax if they like. If the Minister at-
tempted to interfere, they would report him
to Parliament. I do not know, and de not
care, what has been the practice previously,
but my practice has beer not to interfere
with the work of the trustees on hehalf of
any client whatsoever. Last week a member
wrote to me pleading that he only wanted a
fair deal for a man on the land, and stating
he was convineced that the man was not
gettting a fair deal. I sent the member's
letter on to the trustees, and here is what
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| discovered: A eertain person took up an
abandoned Agricultural Bank praperty four
or five years ago. The indebtedness to the
bank, which stood at £300, was written down
to £500 when this person went on the pro-
perty. In the course of abont four years he
had accumulated a debit of nearly £1,400. He
never paid one penny of interest, and never
put in any crops. In addition, baving been
advanced money for the purchase of horses,
he sold the horses and bought a tractor,
in his wife's name. In that case the bank
took action and fold the man to gei out.
That is why he considered he was not treated
fairly.

Mr, Stubbs: The trustees should have got
him in, not out.

Hon. G. Taylor: I bet he made a few
observations at the conference last week.

The MINISTERE FOR LANDS: Almost
every case concerning which I have been
written to has some similarity to the case I
have just cited. In my opinion the Agricul-
taral Bank trustees have dealt fairly apd
squarely with every one of their clients, sub-
Ject to a due regard for the interests of the
State. I am sorry that the member for
Katanning (Mr. Thomson) is not present,
but T must put up the other side of the
qnestion, The hon. member asked why the
Giovernment shonld employ experts in fruit-
growing and viticulture when the State will
not advance money for the purpose of
putting lands under vines. He instanced a
case in his district—perhaps an interjection
from me bronght this out—to show that
there were large areas suitable for vitieul-
ture; and he referred to the fact that the
present Opposition Leader decided some
years ago to put them under vines. The
Opposition Leader, however, mentioned at
the time that dried fruits were bringing high
prices in the world’s markets. The member
for Katanning read the lettter conveying my
refusal. I now wish to say that I referred
the matter in the first instance to the
Managing Trustee of the Agricultural Bank.
Looking throngh the file I discovered that
as far back as the 21st May, 1923, the land
in question was examined by Messrs. Robin-
son, Jles, and Despeissis—Mr. Despeissis
being a viticnltural expert. Those gentlemen
reported—

The present state of the dried fruits market
is such that further extensive experiments
are inadvisable,

When the present Government took office in
1924, the matter came before me, and I re-
ferred it to the Agricultural Bank, The
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report [ received from the Managing [rustee
reads as follows:—

The Hon, the inister for Lands.—The
question of starting viticultural scttlements
under group conditions, on country adjacent
to the G.5.R. and elsewhere, was seriously
considered some time ago, and the whole
matter was carefully investigated. At that
lime the outlook for the industry was bright,
but shortly afterwards the prices slumped
considerably, and the whole matter bad to be
reviewed. The suitability of the land in the
Katanning and Pingelly districts for ving
culture was urged, and the officer in charge
of fruit industries was instriaeted to report.
Mr, Wickens considered that the land was
suitable for the purpose, bui peinted out
that the return from dried fruits in the
G.8.H. mea was only about 60 per cent. of
that of the Swan area. If this is the
case, the advantage held by the Swan scttlers
will be appreciated. In view of the position
existing at the present time, [ would hesitate
to recommend any cxtensive settlemert based
on vine growing aloae, but consider that the
seqaisition of land in the G.8R. areas for
mixed farming, inceluding vine growing, is
worthy of serions consideration, I do not
agree with the suggestions put forward by
the Kutanning vigilance committee, as in
my opinion the area alloeated to each settler
is tov small, having regard to the class of

country, and the eapitalisation involved is
too high. Land in these areas can be
acqnired very cheaply, and it would be

advisable to ailot 1casonably sized blocks,
gay, 51 to 400 arres, to permit of mixed
farméts; being carried on.  For ceonomic
reaggne |ostrongly favour the settlement of
country along existing railway lines, which
can be more cheaply handled than our heavier
ti:abared  couatry in the South-West. 1
attach fi'e dealing with investigations maide
regarding the vpossibilities of settlement in
the Pingelly area, which iz similar to the
Katanning country. The trustees agree with
me that men embarking in the viticultural
industry should have some capital of thdir
o=, T haldiars do net rome ints profit
for qbavt faur pars after planting. and the
settler must be in a position te carry an
during this period. 'The bhank advances
shonld Le limited to €625. YWhen consideriug
the position last vear, J recommended that
k~ldic~¢ <haul? he mede available only 19
annticants whn could satisfy the departmrent
as to taeir ability to earry on with limited
assistance  from the Agricultural Banik.
-t A Melarty, General Manager.
476724,

I received from the member for Katanning
the letter which he read here the other even-
inz, and this also T referred to the Agricul-
tural Bank trustees, who reported—

The Hon, the Minister for Iands—Further
to  correspondence from Mr. A. Thomson,
M.L.A, (File 53%/24), the trustees, having
aiven most carcfun! cons’deration to the mat-

ter, 1o nrable to make the advance asked
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for., As you nre aware, serious losses have
been incurred Ly the bunk on viticultura
proposicions, and rurther risk of this natur.
cannot be undertaken—(Sgd.} E. A, McLarly,
Genural Manoger,  32/6/26.

Thetctupon 1 sent the hon. member the fol-
lowing communication :—

A. Thomson, Esq., MUL.A, Katanning
Lear Sir—Your leter of the 4th Mareh, 10
purchase of aress for vitieultural propos:
tions, has again L-en rcconsidered by the
Agricuitural Bank truytees, who have given
the matter the most zareful consideration,
They state that serious losses have been in-
curred by the bank on viticultural proposi-
t-ons, and further risk of this nature cannot
be undertaken—Yours faithfully, (Sgd.)
W. . Angwin, Minister for Lands.

1t will be recognised that the trustees gave
every coasideration to the suggestion, with
due regard for the condition ot the markets.

Mr. George: Were you asked to review
their degision?

The wINISTER FOR LANDS: No. [
was asked to purchase the land, and natur-
uliy 1 was not going to purchase it without
the trustees’ recommendation. I sent a re-
j ovt of Lhe speesh made by the member for
Katanning on the Address-in-reply to the
Managing Trustee of the Agricultural Banlk,
with a request for his comments on it. Fon.
mmbers will understand tnat it is impossible
for me to carry all these matters in my head.
The Managing Trustee wrote to me as fol-
lows:—

The 1ilon. the Minister for Tands.--In
reply to (he c¢omplaints of Mr. Thomson,
MI.A., regarding the bank's refuzal 9
finance viticultural settlement in the Katan-
ning district, I attach files which disclose
that the fullest possible investigation has
been made into the matter. The suitableness
of thn distrivt for vine-growing is recognisel,
but under preseut conditions the trustees
cansider that 1t wouid be unwise to encouraze
settlers to embark in the industry. A large
number of returned soldiers were settied on
viticaltural piopusitions, and these have in-
volved heavier losses than any other branch
of cettiement. This is due entirelv tn the
slump in prices of dried fruits, and there does
not appear to he much prospeet of an im
provewnent in this respect. It has beea found
ne-essaty to write down the indebtedness on
many of the soldier rettlement vinevards b
a0 per vcent,, and even now the settlers
antivipate some diffieulty in meeting thoeir
oifligutions, owing to the unprofitable prives
derived from their products, The Katauning
vigilance ecommittee advocatad the growing
of vines for drinrd fruits and not for wine.
Please see mv report. pages 24 to 25 on file
338/26, which sets forth the views of the
trustees. We atill consiller that it would h-
unwise to encourage settlers to pin  their
faith 1o vine grawing, bnt it might he urder-
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tken in conjunction with other farming
nes on fair-sized holdings, provided the.
re not dependent on the bank for the whole
{ their requirements. The trustees are most
nxious to promote the development of our
rimary industries, but we feel it incumbent
o us to satisfy ourselves that any settle-
ient scheme propounded is capable of being
eveloped on commercial lines. In view of
ur costly experience, we do not feel justified
1 recommending further expenditure on a
irge seale in extending viticultural settle-
ient.—(Sgd.} E. A. McLarty, General Mun-
ger. 10/8/26. ’

'hat report expresses the opinion of the men
vho have been appointed, under an Act of
arlinment, to take full control of State fin-
mees as regards land setilement. Would I
iave been justified in disregarding that re-
ort? ‘

Members: Certainly not.

The MINISTER IFOR LANDS: I could
1wt possibly do if. 1 have read these com-
nunieations to the House in order to show
hat there is another side to the guestion
aised by the member for Katanning. Going
still further, that hon. member charged the
Agricultural Bank trustees with harsh treat-
nent of some settlers. When I said that the
rustees were not harsh, he replied, “I have
m instance of their harshness in my own dis-
irief.” T challenged the hon. member to pro-
Iuee one case of hardship resulting from the
action of the trustees. For my part, T con-
tend that if any charge shonld be laid by
Parliament against the trustees, it should not
he on the score of harshness but on the score
of leniency. As all business men know, 1f
a debt is owing, a demand for payment
should he sent when the time for payment
has arrived. That has always been done by
the Agricultural Bank. Tt is necessary for
the trustees to do so. I1f they did not do
0, we should want to know the reason why.
Only formal notices have, as a matter of fact,
been sent out by the bank. The trustees
apply peessure only when they think the
client is not dealing fairly with the bank’s
or the State’s money. The member for Kat-
anning &lso mentioned a carz in his distriet
of a loan being spplied for, rnd not heing
granted by the trustees. That was referred
to Mr. McLarty, and he finished up his re-
vart with a paragraph regarding it, as fol-
lows :—

The appliration that was refused and re-
ferred tn by Mr. Thomson was that of
Messrs. Waller, Bolton & Co. These settlers
annlied for an advance of £1,000 to diseharge
liabilities ineurred by them since acquiring
their holdings. £450 of the amount repre-
sented purchase price of the land dwoe to the
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vendor, Mr. E. L. Holly, The proposition
does not come within the policy of the banl,
and so the application was declined.

It would be a new policy if a person could
buy a holding, pay nothing for it, and then
ask the bank to advance the purchase money.
Not all persons are in agrecment with the
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson)} in
their estimate of the bank, as the following
letter, dated the 4th inst., will show:—

The Managing Trusice, Agricultural Bank.
—8tr, I have tately drawn my clearanee from
the I.LAB. I think it only reasonable of
me to write and thank the staff vou have in
the Kellerberrin district. Whenever T went
into the office they seemed very willing to do
anything they could for me, and give me the
best advice they could. In the office T cannot
pick out any individual pevson as ther were
all willing to do their best under the guid-
anee of Mr. Battfield: they are an abliging
stalf of men. In the field I wish to cxpress
my best thanks to Mr, Buttfield and Mr. 8.
White for their kindness to me, and also
their good advice, which 1 might state en-
¢couraged me to go enward and de my best,
When I went on the Board T had very little
machinery but when I drew my clearance I
had quite enough machinery to work a good
farm. I might also state that while I was
on the Board I bought 200 acres of land,
inaking my 500-acre farm a much more valu-
able one, and ¥ have alse been able to erect
a niee five-roomed stone howse on same. In
my opinion the LLAB. is a fine institution
for the struggling farmers if they only are
willing to work hard. Tn conclusion T wish
von to thank all the staff, bui especially Mr.
Buttfield and Mr. White, for their untiring
kindness while I was on the LA .B.

That shows that not everybody holds the
same opinion as the member for Katanning
in regard to the bank. Many of the clients
of the Industries Assistance Board were al-
most in a state of bankruptey when first
they turned to the board. The writer of this
letter is one of the many who have got out
of a diffieuft posifion and are appreciative of
the assistance rendered. The member for
Pingelly (Mr. Brown) charged the Agricul-
tural Bank with not advanecing for the de-
velopment of light lands. Again he was
wrong. For some time past the bank has
heen advancing up to 50 per cent. of the
improvements on light land, and that for a
distance of 1214 miles on either side of the
raitway. .

Mr. Lindsay: Not light land.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,
light land, and in some instances thex have
gone up to 20 miles,

Mr, Lindsay: Perhaps, but not on light
lands,
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, on
light lands.  They are advancing up to 50
per cent. of the improvements, and the man-
aging trnstee tells me they have been doing
it for some time. However, they say that ex-
perience has {aught them to be cautious.
Here is the report—

But from past experience such settlements
have to be handled with caution, as most of
the Bank and IL.A.B. losses had resulted from
placing moneyless and inexperienced men on
inadequate areas of second class land.
Where the trustees are satisfied that the
State funds are protected and the settler is
likely to achieve success, they advance 50
per cent. agmnst improvements on light
lends.

Mr. Stubbs:
House.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Further
than that I made inquiries respecting the
distance from railways. The trustees have
modified their policy in that regard since
this Government have heen in' office, al-
though not as the result of any insiructions
from us. We do not give them instructions.
They say they recognise that the advance of
motor traction has altered the position, and
that when they are satisfied as to rainfall,
they make advances to approved applicants
np to 20 miles from a railway, and in some
instances even beyond, This information is
supplied to me by the managing trustee, and
T am sure nobody here has reason to doubt
his word. The bank is endeavouring to assist
in the development of our areas beyond 12%%
miles from a railway.,

It is news to this side of the

Mr. Lindsay: I am glad of fhe informa-
tion,
Mr. Stubbs: It is excellent news.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As show-
ing the necessity for caution on the part of
the trostees let me guote a few figures. The
total advances outstanding on the 30th June
last were £3,389,683. The advanees made
during the year amounted to £427,160 and
the losses written off under the Act passed
here last year fotailed £31,761.

Mr. Lindsay: That is the Industries As-
sistance Board Aect.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, the
amending Act of last year. As members are
aware, the trustees are also eharged with the
administration of the soldier settlement
scheme. That is to say, the trustees with
the addition of Mr. Hugo Throssell, V.C.,
representing the returned soldiers. 1 wish
to refer to a remark by the member for Kat-
anning (3Mr. Thomson) that T ean only char-
acterise as altogether uncalled for. For some
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reason it does not appear in “Hansar
The hon. member said he was pleased fo ¢
by the Governor’s Speech that something h
been done on the question of reducing t
valuation on soldiers’ homes, and a Bill |
troduced for the purpose of ratifying t
agreement made by Parliament. Had

stopped there he would have been all rig
but he added that this should have been do
last session.

The Minister for Agriculture: Is that
in “Hansard”?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
has been struck out.

The Premier: Then it ought not to hs
been struck out. No member has a right
strike things like that out of “Hansard.”

The MINISTER IFOR LANDS: At
events this could not have been done I
session, for the agreement was not tk
finalised. Indeed we cannot put it into eff
this session. We can ratify the agreeme
but the Commonwealth Government have 1
yet introduced their Bill into the Comm
wealth Parliament. Two weeks ago -
wrote to the Commonwealth Governme
enclosing a copy of our Bill with the inf
mation that it had been read a first tir
and asking them to take action, so that 1
valuations eould be written down. Up
date we have had no reply.

Mr. Stubbs: But you could do your w1
ing down.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We kt
written down, but we ecannot put it into
feet. Now in all probability we shall have
wait until next session of the Federal Parl
ment, unless in the meantime the Fede
Giovernment gave us permission to act.
is unnecessary for me to deal with the s
dier seftlement agreement now, becanse
shall have that subject before us when
are dealing with the Bill.

My, Lindsay: Your appraisements h:
been made.

The MINISTER I'"OR LANDS: They :
not yet finished. The board has dealt w
revaluations of existing holdings to the nu
ber of G622, but pending the ratification
the agreement no action ean be taken,
is true thai sinee last January the Comm
wealth Government have been reducing -
interest to the State, but I also say there
been a much more liberal valuation made
aceount of settlement than could have h«
expected if the Commonwealth Governm:
had not made that reduction. I was s
prised to see published in an Eastern nes
paper something from a Western Aust
lian correspondent to the effect that th

No,
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vas a good deal of concern regarding the
eficit of this State in view of the fact that
he Commonwealth Government had written
‘own the soldiers’ advances to the extenf of
:796,000. That, of course, did not affect
he revenue of ihbis State by one sixpence.
dowever, the position to-day is that the
-alnations of 622 soldier settlers have been
sritten down, but we cannot notify them.
If there are any complaints about it, the
‘esponsibility cannot be laid upon us, for it
vould have been useless for us to write down
‘he estates to the full amount, unless we
0uld get assistance from the Commonwealth
Jovernnent to enable us to meet some of the
05t. Up to date all we have from the Com-
nonwealth Government is this: “We are
reducing your interest from the 1st Fanuary,
1926, condifionally that if the Bill is not
-atified you have to repay us.” That is the
position to-day, so we cannot give effeet to
:he matter., We are anxious to do so, becanse
t will give greater satisfaction to the soldiers
m unpayable propositions and will enahle
‘hem to make better progress. The total
imount approved for loans under the soldier
settlement scheme has been £6,021,197, and
:he total advances made £5,569,867. The in-
:erest due for payment by clients is £427,976.
The total amount immediately due to the
sank by eivilian and soldier settlers is, prin-
lipal £483,158, interest £735,503, or a total
of £1,215,661. That is due for payment to
the bank to-day for soldier seitlement.

Mr. Latham: That is to the 30th June.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. It
will be seen therefore that it is necessary
for the bank fo be cautious. In connection
with the Industries Assistance Board I was
hoping that that institution could be done
away with, but T find that a lot of soldiers
have been promised assistance, and that it
is an impossibility to do away with the board
owing to the soldier clients. The number of
settlers on the board’s books is 1,345, includ-
ing 907 ex-soldiers, The clearanees granted
last year numbered 208, which meant that
208 people had derived a benefit from
Labour legislation. The total clearances to
date is 1,648. For the ensuing season, under
orders from the Board 21,023 tons of suyx
have been supplied to plant 592,383 aeres.
The advances made during the vear fotalled
£1,150,119. Borrowers’ balances unpaid en
J1st March last came to £1,805,468. The net
foss on the board’s operations for the year,
including debts written off and eancelled,
came to £128,436. The accumulated loss now
stands at £356,156. The debts immediately
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due to the Bank eame to, principal £483,158
and interest £735,503, and with the Indus-
tries Assistance Board balances of £1,756,-
433, the total thus comes to £2,975,001. 1
hope members in the wheat area, when they
complain about the cost of the development
of the south-western portion of the State will
remember these figures.

Mr. Lindsay: Does this total apply to the
wheat belt?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Most
of it does. I assure members that so far as
group seftlement is concerned, the security
in the futore will be equally as good as the
security now offered by the wheatbelt.
Members will ‘see that the total amount
immediately due for payment in econ-
nection with the bank’s business outside of
group settlement is within a8 few bhundred
thousand pounds of the total expendi-
ture on group settlement, not including,
of eourse, public works in those areas. I will
now come to my pet subject of group settle-
ment. There has been considerable eriticism
of the groups, more, in fact, than of any
other branch of the Lands Department. I
wish to say, however, that that criticism has
been levelled by persons who know very little
if anything at all about the subject. I am
not going to tell members that the group
seitlement scheme is perfect, It would be
impossible to make it perfeet. Neither am I
going to say that cverything is satisfactory
hecause it is almost impossible to make every-
thing satisfactory. All the blame, however,
does not rest on one side; some of the blame
is attachahle to the settlers themselves. There
have been agitations that the group scheme
should be placed under an independent board
of trained men. If we searched Western
Australia from cone end to the other, it would
not be possible to find men of greater ability
to undertake this work than the officers who
at present constituté the advisory board. I
will tell members who they are. We are all
aware that there are few men in the service
who have a wider knowledge of land settle-
ment than the Managing Trustee of the Agri-
cultural Bank. This officer has won the re-
spect of everybody in the State. Then there
is the Director of Agriculture. If he is not
fit to advise on group settlement, he is not
fit to ocenpy his position.

The Premier: And they want a practieal
hoard !

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Then we
have the dairy expert.

The Premier: Of eonrse he is not practi-
eal!
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
dairy expert is not a snitable or competent
ollicer, 1 want fo know who is. Then there
are the accountant in the Liands Depariment
and seeretary. I ropeat that it would not
be possible to find a more capable board if
we gearched the State from one end to the
other. I was pleased yesterday to receive a
letter from one of the groups through my
friend the member for Collie. There are a
number of associations at the various groups
and goodness only knows where they will
end. The man signed himself as the secre-
tary of the farmers’ and settlers’ association.
One part of his letter struck me rather for-
cibly., He said that no doubt, owing to the
death of the Controller, the Government
would appoint loeal bhoards o control
the groups. That meant, I suppose, the
bringing in of other nabobs and in that way
inereasing the cost of administration. I in-
formed the writer of the letter that nothing
of the kind would be done. Everybody will
realise the valnable services rendered to the
State hy the late Controller.

Members: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I ean
honestly say that during the three vears’
period in which I came into contact with the
late Mr. Richardson he was hardly ever out
of his motor car. Qn several occasions I
diseussed with the chairman of the board
the advisableness of giving assistance to the
late Mr. Richardson, and only three weeks
before his death we decided to adopt that
course. Unfortunately the Controller passed
away before the arrangements could be final-
ised. There is now the opportunity to make
other arrangements, and we have decided
to divide the State into three districts and
put an officer in charge of each. We are of
opinion from the various complaints we re-
ceive from settlers that they do not fre-
quently enough see the officer in charge.
Therefore, by appointing three officers it
will be possible for the settlers to come into
confact with them and fo ventilate whatever
urievances they may have: One area will
include the Peel estate to Denmark and Norn-
alip: then there will be Hester to Pember-

- ton and Northeliffe, and the third, Ludiow
almost down to Angusta. No one man counld
possibly ds the work satisfactorily, and by
having three we consider it will be of ad-
vantage to the settlements and that many of
the diffienlties of the past will be removed
beeanse the cetilers will be able to get into
rapid and close toueh with the officer of the
partienlar distriet.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, Latham: Are the Pecel and Bateman
estates to be separated?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. 1
think the Busselton area will be guite suffic.
ient for one man, and that from Hester tq
Northeliffe for another. I am hopeful that
the Peel Estate will soon be removed from the
group settlements altogether. I regret thaf
a good deal of the eriticism in respeet of the
carnings from cows have come from thosc
who have failed to realise that in the south-
western part of the State last year there
was expericneed one of the driest seasons
ever known. [ was speaking to Mr. Gale
of Busselton u liktle while ago, and he as-
sured me that he had never known a season
like the last. Mr. Gale is a very old resident
and he spoke with authority. It can readily
be understood how the dry season affected
the stock. Almost throughout the Busselton
avea all the grass -was burnt out and the
Government had to take the cows from the
settlers and feed them. That was no fault
of the settlers; the failure was due to the
season. No one blamed the farmers in the
wheat area during 1914-15 when, owing ta
a very dry season, they failed to produce
wheat. The State wenb to their assistance
at once. The Government financed them and
put them on their feet,  To-day 1,600 of
those farmers are clear of the Bank's books.
When it comes to the group seftlernents,
however, any stick is good enough for some
people to beat a dog with. There are some
people in this State anxious to condernn
the group settlement scheme and they ean
see nothing good in it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The same people
condemned the wheat belt.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That was
the position last year.

Mr. Lindsay: It was owing to the dry
summer. -

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. Un-
der such conditions cattle could not be ex-
pected to give profitable returns, for the
feed was not there and many of the animals
had to be hand fed. The relurns could nnt
be such as would be obtiained in a normal
season. Despite that, there are those who
would condemn the scheme because of the dry
season. Next I will deal with a statement
made by the member for Toodyay (Mr
Lindsay). I do not make this reference for
party purposes, or to ereate any feeling he-
ween the parties on the other side of the
Chamber: T do so simply on my own account.
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Hon. G. Taylor: You cannot cause any
friction here!  Ask the president of the
Primary Produocers’ Assoeiation. He will
tell you how solid we arve.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: During
the course of the Primary Producers’ Con-
ferenee a statement was made to the eflect
that 28 settlers had been shitted from the
groups and that fact endorsed the attitnde
of the Primary Producers’ Association. The
aititude of thut assoviation for several years
past has been one of condemuvation of the
goup scttlements, and here, hecause 25 sol-
tlers, or 1.18 per cent., had heen shifted, nt
was claimed that the asseeiatinn’s attitude
had reecived endorsement! T say, Mr.
Speuker, such an assertion was alt bosh,

Mr. Sampson: That resnlt proves that
care has been taken.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In the
Abba River distriet we had to shift
28 settlers. I did not mind that and would
not have replied to Mr. Padbury, had it
not been for other references as well re-
garding the advisory board. FHe said we
should have trained men on the board. I
pointed out in my reply that we did have
snch men on the board, men whe understood
the position. Beecsuse I saw fit to protect
myself against the assertions of Mr. Pad-
bury—not merely becanse of the worde
I have referred to—tbat gentleman stated
that 1 had concealed matters until the

last moment, when 1 was forced to
make the information public.  Bvery
hon. member will know that immeds-

ately I returned from Busselton during the
dry season, after having zeen the position at
Abba River, T made a statement to the Press
intimating that some of the blocks should he
linked np, and T suegested that after the
Premter had inspected the area some snch
steps would he taken. On the following

Saturday the Premier, the Minister for
Works and I went to Busselton and
again inspected the Abba River area. On

our return and after consuliation with de-
partmental officers, T made a public state-
ment that it would be necessary to link up
some of the blocks. T could not at that time
say exaetly how many would have to be
linked up. That was the concealment that
Mr. Padbury charged me with! T hbad a
perfect right to protest when sueh a state-
ment was beinz made seeine that T knew it
to be wrong. On the other hand, the mem-
her for Toodvay said T was wrong in reply-
ing to Mr. Padbury and that that gentle-
man’s criticism shonld have been allowe?l to
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stand.  Mr. Padhury made an inaccurate
statement. 1 did not conceal anything. On
the other band I made everything puhlie.

Mr, Lindsay: 1 woas pot aware that you
had done so.

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: Ahnost
every move In connection with the groun
settlements has heen made public through
the Press. The people knew what was going
on in that regard, almost as mach as T knew
myself. Of course they did not know that
any person had made a complaint to me that
his plough was out of order, or that another
settler had complained that his cow was nut
giving sufficient milk! They did not know
that another settler had complained to me
that be wanted the use of a horse to do some
ptoughing and that he eould net get it.

Mr. Lutey: What about the complaint o1
the settler who said he had no steps to his
back door!

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: That
was another one. There have been brought
under my notice dozens of trifling griev-

ances, that should have been settled
on the spot. I am hopetul with the
division of the group settlement areas

into distriets that this will be the result.
Yet the member for Toodyay says I was
wrong in refuting Mr. Padbury’s statement!

Mr. Lindsay: T do not agree that von con-
cealed anything.

The MINISTER OR LANDS: We went
into the Abba River question thoroughly,
and came to the coneclusion that some of the
holdings were not sufficiently large to
e successfully developed. Some of the
blocks were npwards of 200 acres in area,
hut the great majority ranged from 140 to
160 acres. In such sandy soil it was ques-
tionable, in the event of another dry seasom,
whether they would be able to carry any ex-
tra stock. TFor that reason it was deeided
te link np some blocks in order to provide
larger areas. Ab the time I said nothing
about the suitahility of the land but merely
referred to the size of the holdings. Some
aof the bloeks were vaeant and we transferred
a number of settlers from the Abba River
area to other districte. Some went to the
Peel Estate, some to other parts of the Tus-
selton district, others to Manjimup, all going
eleewhere so that their prospects mizht he
a bit brichter than in the past. That was
the whole thing.  We must expeet snch
transfers from time to time. Tn my opinion
there will be more of them. I helieve there
will be a few at the Peel Estate, but cer-
tainly there will ‘not be a great number.
The commitiee went there the other day and
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inspecied the area.  Their advice is that
when any of the poorer country becomes
vacant, it will be advisable to allow it to
remain vacant because it may become neces-
sary to link additional land up with some of
the blocks so as to make them larger. Then
again, hon. members must realise that the
groap seftlemient scheme was experimental
at the outset. No person could say bow it
wonld develop.

Mr. A, Wanshrough: Where were these
heroes at that time?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We can-
not condemn a scheme because a few settlers
have had to be fransferrea. When 1,18 per
cent. ooly have Dbeen transterred, sueh an
attitude ig quite ridiculons. By making use
of such condemnatory referemces to group
‘settlement work we adversely affect the best
interests of the State.
~ Hon. Sir James Mittchell: What does that
matter to them?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
statements such as those that are sent to
the Old Country. They arc forwarded
immediately, and prioted throughout
Bngland, mevely rfor ihe purpese of
condemning the group scitlements. T
have said enough about this phase and I
hope that hon. members will realise T have
not spoken throngh any ill will. T think T
was fully justified in replying to Mr,
Padbury.

‘Mr. Lindsay: Yes, I see that.

" The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) re-
ferred to silos for the groups. I have alfo
had a deputation from the Country Party
on - that question. Tn my opinion it is pos-
sible at the outset for settlers to make
ensilage without silos, but there is no neees-
sity for silos at that stege. The Group
Settlement Departinent could not make any
such provision at the outset. In fact the
Overseas Committee in England set out that
the intention at the ontset was merely to
eive the new settlers a start. We have gone
bovond that. .

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You know full
well that is not so.

The MINISTER FTOR LANDS: T got
that from Mr. Colebatch. T am referring
to the intention of those in England.

* Hon, Sir James Milchell: T do not know
anyvthine ahout that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When it
was suggested that the groups would cost
more than £1,000 per block, the Overseas
Commitlee replied that it was merely in-
tended to give the settlers a siart.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That means you
would have to make use of your own money
in order to get stock.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Aud not
charge for if?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: At any
rate I will not argue that point. It would
cost about £130 to put a sifo on a block
which would mean the expenditure of an-
other £400,000,

Mr. George:
withouf silos.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course. That is the point 1 wish to make.
I have received a letter from a man at Bal-
ingup who said—-

But you can get ensilage

In Thursday’s paper I see where yon told
Mr. A. Thomson that you were going to sce
2 ‘‘silo’’ on group settlements. I am just
making a stoclk of ensilage, which [ eclaim
will be quite as good as any made in a silo.
If you could spare the time to come anu
inspect my methods of making ensilage 1
would be pleased to give you all the informa-

tion T can. My object is to help you in the
great work you arg striving to make a
success.

I may mention that the silo T was to inspect
was at North Perth; I did not say it was
on any group settlement. Ilowever, I have
asked the Agrieultural Bank inspector to
visit the writer and to report on the aetion
he took to provide ensilage. 1 have received

a further communication from a dairy
farmer. He pointed our that it was
necessary  to  huild  silos during  the

early stages of the group settlement. T
do not think the House would ask any Min-
ister controlling the group settlements to pro-
vide £400,000 for silos during the early
stages of the groups. We should wait until
they make some progress, and until the set-
tlers are able to stand on their own pins.
By that time the settlers will be able to pro-
vide silos for themselves or to secure assist-
ance from the Agrviewltural Bank. it was
never the intention that the Group Settle-
ment Departmeni shonld buy everything for
the farmers.

Mr. Teesdale: The seftlers wili be buying
their motor cars soon.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: That be-
ing the position I do not think it is advisable
tn advance money for the purpose of erect-
ing silos.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Ensilage was pro-
vided by the Bunbury people 35 years ago.
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The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: Notwith-
standing all this, that atier has been
brought hefore the settlers for the purpose
of injuring the Labour Party. If is said
that we will not provide silos. That pro-
vision is not warranted at the present june-
ture. Another question I shall deal with re-
fers to security of tenure.

Mr. Teesdale: They have security already.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I was
sorry to hear the member for Katanning ad-
vance his reason why the group seftlers
should have the security of tenure he desired.

The Premier: Yes, you would think he
would be right now and again!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Katanning said that if a group
settler used his own money to improve his
farm by means of spare time efforts ag the
result of which he cleared an additional area,
the foreman of a group might have some pal
there and the result would be that the fore-
man would desire to place his friend on the
block of the settler he referred to. Of
course, the member for Katanning suggested
the foreman would not dismiss the setiler.
Ineidentally T might mention that that point
was one of those raised by the Group Settle-
ment Royal Commission and the Government
would not endorse their recommendation.
The Commission recommended that the
foremen should have power of dismissal but
we would not agree to that. On the con-
trary, the Government considered that a man
who had developed his holding had a cer-
tain equity in it, and therefore should have
the right of appeal. However, the member
for Katanning suggested that the foreman
would make the position so uncomfortable
for the settler who had improved his hold-
ing, that he would drive that man off the
group, thus making it possible for the fore-
man to put his friend on the block.

Mr. George: The member for Katanning
denied saying that when T spoke.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I regret
that the hon. member made that statement,
because foremen cannot put men on to a
group; they are sent there from the head
office. So to shift 2 man under such eondi-
tions is impossible. Regarding the security
of tenure, the member for Katanning (Mr.
Thomson. and sorme of his colleazues waited
on me. I asked them how was it possible
for me to issme the Crown grant until the
money was paid? I also pointed out that
the permif to occupy, issued to the settler,
was almost equal to the Crown grant, so long
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as he earried out the agreed upon conditions.
I showed that the group seitlers were in a
somewhat similar position as the conditional
purchase settlers, in that unless the condi-
tions were complied with the Crown grant
could not issuc. Further than that, I told
the depufationists that if they could show
me any method by which I could make the
group settler’s tenurc more secure, I would
adopt it.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Did they make a sug-
gestion ¥

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. I
have not altered any of the forms. I have
them here. They are lengthy, so I will not
read them, but I will place them on ihe
Table of the House. If the group seitler
earries out his agreement, it is impossible
for anyone to shifi him from his holding.
When, recently, I was visiting the groups
in the Murray-Wellington electorate, a gen-
tleman approached me and, after a little hes-
itation, said he had a list of matters to bring
before me. He explained that be was the
ivcal secretary of the Primary Producers’ As-
sociation, but was actually a Nationalist. I
took the list, promising to lock into it and
reply to the gquestions seriatim. About a
fortnight later he came info my office.

Hon. G. Taylor: What was he then? A
Labour supporter?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I didn'
ask him. The Under Secretary said to him,
“I am just writing to you in answer to those
questions you submitted to the Minister.”
“0Oh,” said this P.P.A. secretary, “don’t
bother about them; they were questions put
up by the P.P.A. orgamiser”” He wounld
nof even wait for the answers. I want mem-
bers, when they visit the groups, knowing
as they de that the security is safe, to
tell the settlers it is so. When a
member finds a settler labouring under a
misapprehension, he ought to put that man
on the right track. Then there is the ques-
tion of spare time etforf. .Anylhing that a
seftler expends on his own land, whether time
or money, is not charged for by the depart-
ment, not entered up by the department. If
cannot be done. That information has been
published time after time; yet when the
leader of the Country Party, dealing with
the question the other night, showed that the
settlers did nnt understand, I interjected
that he ought to have told them, and he re-
plied, “I had no anthority to do so.” It
should be widely known that every sixpence
a man puts into his land comes back to him,
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and is not charged for by the State. I hope
when members go through the groups they
will tell that to ail the settlers.

The Premier: Let us circularise all the
P.P.A. organisers to that effect.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There are
135 groups established. Of that number, 62
are on individual piecework and 70 on group
piecework. On tbe 6th Angust there were
2,253 settlers and 2,328 group holdings, with
a total population on the group holdings of
9,405. There are 1,828 cottages. The area
sown is 31,852 neres, and areas to be sown
27,100 acres. Six hospitals have been erected
and 68 schools There are 174 bulls, 7,217
cows aud neifers, 500 pigs and 960 horses.
As T said just now, the total number of hold-
ings is 2,328 OF those, 28 have been linked
up; so the expenditure has been on 2,356
holdings. To the 30th June last the total
expenditure on the groups—not public works
~—was £3,424 579, The member for Pingelly
(Mr. Brown) referred to the fact that we
were sending out of the State to buy stock.
He contended that there was plenty of
stock available in the Great Southern. T
have here a report, dated 9th November,
1925, dealing with a search for stock in the
Great Southern. Let me read the last para-
graph, explaining the position, as follows:—

Approximately 764 miles were travelled in
making the inspection, and it was only
possible to securc 26 head. The expense en-
tailed in making the tour was over £30.

Mr. Brown: Why, one could get 100 head
of stoek in a week down there.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Suitable
stock?

Mr. Brown: Yes, certainly.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Well, this
officer is a man of wide experience. He
adds—

Few satock freshen during the summer
months on the wheat belt and the Great
Southern, and therefore no periodie visits
are made during this period unless specially
warranted. Verv few replies from the Great
Southernr have been received to the rccent
advertisements asking farmers to advise
cattle for sale in September dAune to calve in
that month and Oectober.

20 it will be seen that we have endeavoured
to purchase all the suitable stoek we can get
in the State. All stoek is handled by the
Agricultural Department. Even if it be
shown that a cow is not vielding what was
expected of her, an officer of the Agrieultural
Department is sent down to determine the
reason why. The Group Settlement Depart-
ment has nothing whatever to do with stock
until it 1s placed on the groups. Now I come

[ASSEMBLY.)

to a question npon which not only the Coun-
try Tarty, but also some of the Unitad Party,
are opposed to me.

Mr. Latham: State insurance?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, the
limitation of loans. Tt has been contended
that every settler should be allowed to clear
as much land as he ¢an, and the Government
should pay him the full cost of the work.
The leadet of the Country Parly said that if,
under the sustenance system, land eost £15
per acre to clear, and a settler cleared it, for
£9, he should be paid the £15. T eannot
understand that contention.

Mr, George: T challenged him on il but
he said he didv’i <ay it. T found iv in “Han-
sard.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Royal Commission reported on this auestion
in the {tllowing terms:—

The sustenance provisions of the scheme
have had a demoraligsing effect on the set!lers,
and have been the chief earse of the high
cost of gromp work.

The Commizsion were unanimous upon that.
In wmy opinion the sustenance system fivst
adopted was the very best for group setilers,
if only the settlers would work; for under
that system a man eould be shifted very

easily from one job to ancther, Unfortun-
ately, some of the men did not earn
their sustenance, and se the cost be-

eame too high, as the Commission reported.
We adopted the advice of the Commission
and introduced piece-work. Under the old
agreement we could not intreduce piece-
work, unless the settlers first of all sigmed,
an agreement approving of it. Under the
new agreement we can put them on to piece-
work, but we propose to give settlers three
months on sustenance hefore they go on tc
piece-work. T wish to explain how the £2(
10s. per month was arrived at, and it migh!
be well to give some information regarding
the deputation from the Country Party thai
waited upon me, The deputation pointed oul
that the limitation of the earnings of fhe
men was causing a good deal of disconfent
Tt is rather surprising that that statemen
shonld have been made, because at the tin
there was no limitation of earnings, Nom
of the group seitlers had heen notified by
the department as to what the amount woul¢
be.

Mr. A. Wanshrough:
inside information.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Thern
was no inside information. T had 26 meet
ings of the groups at Busselton and told thi

Perhaps they hac
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people what the effect would be, but the
mmount was not stated. I would not make
an  alteration because Mr. McLarty was
away on leave, and not one of the letters
bad reached the supervisors or foremen stat-
ing what the amouné of limitation of earn-
ings would be.
Hon. G. Taylor:
some other way.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The serw-
tlers did not have it; there was no limita-
tion on them at the time, though it came into
operation spon after, This matter, like
others, will come in for a good deal of eriti-
cism, but T must abide by the decision of the
advisory committee. [ am not a farmer and
I must be guided by the advice of experts.
It might be better for the group settlers that
I am not a larmer. A teetotaller is alwave
more sympathetic towards a man who gets
drunk than is a man who drinks.

Hon. G. Taylor:
I was so sympathetie.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: Group
settlement is being earried out on an entireiy
different basiz from the settlement of the
wheat areas. We know that the wheat areas
have heen built up by money advanced by
the Agricultural Bank after the land had
been cleared. A man going into the wheat
belt worked long hours, and when he got a
small area wnder crop, he obtained a further
advance from the bank to enable him to
clear more land while the crop was grow:
ing, and so he proceeded to extend his area
under crop. Of the group settlers I wounld
be safe in saying that 98 per eent. of the
people are almost penniless. Consequently,
all the money they would have to live
upon during the time their pastures were
growing would be the money advanced to
them for additional clearing. Therefore, it
wonld be necessary to extend the period; we
could not have all the land cleared at once.
If tke land were all cleared at once and the
pastures put in, there would he nothing for
the settlers to do, and they would have no
means of earning a livelihood until their
pastures had grown sufficiently to carry
stock. Further, what guarantee would we
have that after a man had cleared his land,
he would not walk off his block% Tf a man
did so, we would have to put another man
on the bloek and he would have nothing
live on while the pastures were growing,
Therefore it was neeessary to impose a limi-
tation so that there might be a certain
neriod during whieh group settlers would he
able to clear their holdings and earn a live-

It must have got out

I often wondered why
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lihood while their erops were growing. This
is how the amount is syrived at;—~Bull ser-
vice, £2 10s.; interest, £14; shoeing, £3;
breakages, repairs, ete., £6; ecare of cows,
£5; veterinary expenses, £1; cart license,
13s.; oil, grease, etc.,, £1; total, £33 5s. per
annum. That works oul at £2 13s. per
month. Tke £20 10s. is made up a3 rol-
lows:— Sustenance, £13; horse feed, £3 5s.;
explosives, £1 10s.; overhead charges, £2
13s. I do not wish to read all the returns [
have before me. ‘ ’
Hon. G. Taylor: Read them out! They
are valuable, '
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In my
office I have returns for every individual in
the Manjimup, Northeliffe, Denmark, Bus-
selton, and Peel estate areas. The rcturns I
have before me show the numbers of the
groups, the number of settlers in each group
and the varions weeks over which the earn-
ings arc spread. Some of them show a very
short period because all the groups did not
go on to piece work at the same time; somo
were on sustenance for a while. The periodls
‘range from 3915 weeks down to 3146 weeks.
For the information of members, I will take
the Manjimup area. These figures include
no charge for profit obtained from cows, I
will give the average earnings and I will
then place the returns on the Table so that
memhers ean see them for themselves, These
are the net weekly earnings after depart-
-mental deductions have been made:—

Average 2714 weeks, £5 11s. 6d.
w 32, £3 17s 8d.
w 39% . £411s 0d
s 32 » %5 13s. 84.
s 26 » £5 11s. 5d.
» 5%, £5 6s. 0d.
w 3 n £4 4s. 3d.
y 22 » £5 2s. 84
" 8% ,, £3 19 T4
» 36 ,, £4 10s 44.
w20 » £4 15s, 14,
w 174, £4 11s. 44
” 23 » f4 4s 5d,
w2014, £4 14s. 9d.

On group piece-work the average earnings
have heen—

Average 3% weeks £3 12s 9d.
- s £4 9s. 04
s 20% . £3 d4s Gd.
o 3w , £ 6s. 7d

The highest amount earned in that time was
£14 10s.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yeu must be giving a
big price for the work.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think the
explanation is'that the men huve been work-
ing long hours and neglecting spare-time
effort. It was found neeessary to limit earn-
ings because it hecame apparvent to every-
one who visited the groups that the men
were not attending to the areas that had
already been cleared. The serub was grow-
ing up again and the land was returning te
its virgin state. We have a group settler
who refused to put down a deep furrow for
drainage purposes unless he was paid for
doing it. It is all very well for members to
make complaints about the groups, but there
are two sides to the guestion. A large num-
ber of the men are real, genuine, hard triers,
desirous of making a success of their hold-
ings. If we can keep 50 per ecent. of the

men on the groups, we shall be doing won- -

derfully well.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yes; if you can, it will
be a wonderful success.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Members
in perusing these refurns will be able to see
for themselves not only the average but the
highest and the lowest earnings.

Mr. Lindsay: Are those earnings arrived
at after paying for horse feed and ex-
plosives?

The MINISTER T'OR LANDS: Gener-
ally, they ineclude explosives, but not horse
feed. When. those returns were made ouf,
eircular No. 88 was despatched to the groups.

There was some objection to that cirenlar.

because it made no provision for boys. These
group areas are one-man farms; they are
not intended for large families. Conse-
guently, the advisory eommittee conld not
sec their way clear to advance large amounts
that would have the effect of materially in-
creasing the capitalisation, which might have
to be writien down at a later date. There was
also some objection with regard to explosives.
When the matter was considered, the com-
mittee amended the regulation by providing
that employment on piece-work would he
limited to sons over 10 venrs of age. Where
sons can be economically employed and are
wholly employed on the group without out-
side work, the limit of advance under cir-
eular No. 88 may be increased by £3 per
month for each son. All vacanecies arising
near parents’ holdings should he filled by
sons over 16 if suitable. Generally, we do
not put single men on the groups, hut we
thought it advisable, where sons were grow-
ing up, to endeavonr to keep the families to-
gether, and to this end the sons are per-
mitted to take any vacant holding near to
the father's holding. Once a son takes up
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such a holding, he is entitled to the £20 10s.
the same as his father receives, so long as he
continues to develop the holding.

Mr, Stubbs: The son would be om a gooc
wicket,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is ad
visable to keep the families together, insteac
of having the sons going away.

Mr. Lindsay; The age of 16 is rathe;
early for a boy to bhe receiving £20 a month

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Where
in heavy timber country, the cost of ex
plosives is high and falls in the carly stage:
of a contraet, it may be cancelled in instal
menis over the whole or such portion of th
period of the contract as may be determinec
by the field supervisor. Where it is neces
sary to use more than one horse to finist
ploughing in season, a subsidy of feed fo
horses in exeess of one may be granted, th
amount to be determined by the field super
visor. On disbanded groups where settler
are on individual piece-work, the limitatior
of advances will apply to individual settlers
Contracts will provide for drawing of limji
of advance by one seftler only on one hold
ing. Two settlers may not draw the limi
on one holding, it they desire to work to
gether, but only the ocenpier. On groug
piece-work, where setilers work in gang
until the stipulated development is com
pleted on each block, the limit of advane
may be drawn by each settler. I am no
going to ask members whether they ean se
any objection to the conditions under whicl
the men are working at present. The amend
ment of eiveular No. 88, which i Na, 92
reads—

At the conclusion of the first pay perioc
after 1st July, 1926, the advances to eac!
group settler on piccework will be limited t
£20 10s. per month gross payment, from whicl
settler must provide horse feed and explosives
This action iz rendered necessary by the
heavy eapitalisation built up by excessivi
piecework earnings, and to relicve the settle
trying to eare properly for existing improve
ments, which have in many instaners becr
neglected through his devoting his whol
time to clearing and other rontracts, Settler
are working for themselvea, and it isg in thei
best interests that the limitation is intro
duced, as it only by keeping down capita
costs to a minimuom that wltimate suceess var
be assured. Contract rates will continue t«
be fixed on a basis which will enable M
average settler working eight hours per da;
to earn £3 per week net, but the maximun
payment fer anv month will he £20 10s. An;
excess value will be treated as spare tim
effort, and will not be carried over to th
ensuning month. Each month will stand b
itself, and payments must be made regularly
as the settler must he entitled to draw the
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uli limit for work performed for each

alendar month.

Che field supervisors are of opinion that
here is other work in connection with the
;roups that settlers might be able to carry
mt, and so prevent loss of time.

_ Where cows are carried an additional
imitation of payments will operate in cascs
vhere two or more cows are held in acecoru-
nee with the sliding scale hereunder, For
he purposes of the sliding scale, cow totals
nclude only cows that are or have been in
wofit, and also inelude any horses in excess
f two. When the settler reaches the 15 cow
tage under the sliding scale, interest charges
vill bhe raised on eapital expenditure, and
itle and mo.tgage will be prepared, Applica-
ion of sliding scale: No payment for work
lone may be made when a eeitler has 15
wows on hig heldings, Cows are not include/d
n the count until their first lactation period
fter delivery. Cows included in the above
otal shall be cither private or department.
Jly supplied cews. Any settler who has 13
wows but not all departmentally supplied,
nay apply fo be sepplied with additional
ows to bring his total of departmentally
upplied cows to 15. This may be approved
yrovided the senjor field staff is satisfied the
;ows can be properly cared for and carrying
:apacity is not exceeded. Settlers owning
ess than 15 cows are permitfed to earn under
siece work conditions soms proportienate to
he number of eows carried on their holdings,
jliding scale to be adjusted on the basis or
1 10s. per cow per month,

That does not mean that the cow would earn
1 10s. a month, but that there 1s also the
return from pigs and other side lines that
would be run in conjunetion.

Carrying capacity of holdings is to be
letermined by field staff assuining reason.
ble supplementary cropping. Summer fodder
srovision on the basis of half an acre per
:ow must be enforced. Carrying eapacity
xill be based not on the Aush of the year, but
m the average of the pastures during their
wvailable period, with the provision of sam-
ner fodder crops at half an acre per cow to
:arry over the lean months with a minimum
wrchase of feed. All regulations covering
siecework conditions apply in the case of
jettlers receiving any pecuniary assistance.
Jow totals include cows that have been lost,
srovided same were departmentally supplied.
ind loss was due to settler’s neglect. Dead
sows will not ecount under the sliding scale
antil 15 eows have heen supplied, when each
rase will he considered on its merits. Striet
inquiry must be made into cause of death,
and cases of neglect will be met by retire-
ment or other penalty such as cash paymensi.
Replacement of dead cows will be made
where eircomstances justify it. Existing eon-
tracts where a settler has 15 cows are to be
automatirally caneelled after cnrrent month's
payments are made. Existing and future con-
tracts shall be continucd only to the extent

a7z

of the monthly seale payments after current
month’s payments are made, Where cows have
been condemned as unsuitable or diseased, spe-
cial consideration will be given to replacement.
Maximum earnings per month are indicated
in the following schedule:—Cows 15; maxi-
mum gross payments, Peel Estate groups nil;
all groups except Peel Estate nil; 14, £1 10s,
and £2 10s. respectively; 13, £3, £4 respec-
tively; 12, £4 10s. and £% 10s. respcetively;
11, ¥6 and £7 respectively; 10, £7 10s. and
£8 10s. respectively; 9, £9 and £10 respee-
tively; 8, £10 10s. and £11 10s. respettively;
7, £12 and £13 respectively; 6, £13 10s. and
£14 10s. respectively; 5, £15 and £16 respee-
tively; 4, £16 10s. and £17 10s. respectively;
3, £18 and £19 respectively; 2, £19 10s. and
£20 10a. respectively. A copy off this cireular
is to be handed fo the group secretary after
contents are communicated to all settlers.
Original eirenlar 88 is cancelled by this
circular and should be dJdestroyed. Signed,
W. H. McKay, Assistant Under Sccretary for
Lands.

These are the limitations of the earnings,
and in addition to the earnings, with the
exception of the payment of interest on their
cows and pigs, there is no rent charged, and
they pay nothing at present for living in
their homes. That will come later, when they
are fransferred to the Agricultural Bank. Do
not members think these settlers have been
fairly treated, and more leniently treated
than any who are under the Industries As-
cistance Board in the wheat areas?

Mr. Stubbs: Thirty years ago they had
to start off their own bal,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
no reason to complain of the assistance that
is rendered to these people. We must en-
deavour as far as possible to keep down the
capitalisation to the lowest amounts. It is
very easy for me to give them everything they
ask for. As I said to some of them during
the eleetion for the South-West Province I
was in a position to buy every vote, but I
did not buy one.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell ; You cannot buy
them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I could
have offered, and if I desired I could have
made avgilable to them, everything they re-
quested, but refrained from doing so, because
it would not be in the interests of the State.
We have to consider not only the group set-
tlers, but the State as a whole.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is all
very well for the member for Katanning
{Mr. Thomson) to say, “Yon must write

this down by a million. The settlers cannot
pay it.” How does he know? He does not
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make these statements after full inquiry. T
Kave never retused him any information he
has asked for. Instead of making inquiries,
he is under the impression, from information
given to him outside, not from the depart-
ment, that gronp settlement is costing a lot
more money than is the case. It has not been
costing that sum. Members will see from the
figures that the average group has not s
yet eost £1,500. T received rather a surprise
the other day as to the actual amount of
stoek the groups are carrying. I want mem-
bers and the publie to realise that five years
ago this area was all bush country. There
was searcely. any stock on it except a little
that was grazing there. Nothing had been
déne. 'To-day there are 1,895 horses on the
groups and 756 departmental horses; there
are 9,135 cows and heifers—departmental
purchases and private purchases—and there
are 159 pure pedigreed bulls, 3,248 pigs,
35,408 fowls and 799 ducks. Had it not been
for the group setilemenis in those areas,
there would not be any stock there to-day.

Hon. G. Taylor: And the areas would not
be carrying the liability either.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. The
total expenditure on group settlement is
£3,424,579. Not only have the group settlers
the advantage of the Margaret River rail-
way between Busselton and Angusta, but the
advantage of about £50,000 that has been
expended in drainage around Busselton. The
total amount spent on reads, railways, and
drainage is a little over £500,000. That
money was horrowed at one per cent. Under
the migration agreement the actual expendi-
ture is only £2,914,848. T have stated that the
agreement entered infto on the first oceasion
had been cancelled. The other agreemn nt
has been made retrospective. T thought it
would start with the groups, but I find (hat
it can anly be made retrospective up to the
time of the passing of the Empire Settle-
ment Act, 1922. Our agreement is retro-
spective from Fehruary, 1923, to the 1st
June, 1922. At that time there were 300
acres under group settlements which never
did eome under the agreement. That makes
the difference in the expenditure between
£2,914,848 and £3,424579. The loans raised
nnder the migration agreement, and which
the State has drawn, amount to £2,250,000.
If the schemes submitied were approved, the
State would be entitled to an amount under
the agrecment of £2.887.000. Tf the interest
on this amount was averaged, as it would
be, at 514 per cent.—some of the money was
horrowad at §§ per cent. and some at 514 —it
would for 10 years amount to £1,587,850.
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The amonnt the State would have to pay
for interest would be £123,426, showing a
rebate of £1,165,424 towards any losses.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The State bas
not fo face the losses we had to face in the
wheat belt.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This will
meet any losses. In addition to that, under
the agreement upon all stock and equipment
up to £300, the State only stands the loss of
ong-third.

Mr. Lindsay: The settlers are not yet pay-
ing interest on the money.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, but
it is charged up. If the group settlement
areas were written down £1,165423, the
Siate would not lose a peany. That is on
what we have already done. Under the agree-
ment the State is entitled to borrow £73 for
every migrant under the public works scheme
at one per cent. On every farm we start
with an average of five in the family,
we can borrow £1,000 at one per eent.
for five years, and at one-third of the
interest for a further five years. It
the group settlers lost this amount it
would not eost the State one penny.
That is the position in which we stand to-
day. As I said previously, for the people
who go about endeavouring to helittle the
group seitlement scheme and the develop-
ment of the South-West, endeavouring to
prevent the State from building up a dairy-
ing industry and so keeping in the country
the considerable sums now sent out of it
annually for dairy produets, for such peo-
ple there is no place in the public life of
Western Australia.

Mr. Teesdale: They are traitors,

Hon. G. Taylor: They injure the pros-
perity of the State.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Most of
the amount which is immediately due to the
Agricultural Bank is owing in the wheat
areas. I am not complaining that the money
has not yet been paid, but I do make com-
plaint on the scove that the very people
who have got the henefit of such expenditure
are objecting hecanse another part of the
State is being opened up under similar con-
ditions.

Mr. Lindsay: The amount due from the
wheat areas is money which has aceumulated
over a number of years, It is not due for
ohe year.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tt hasz

been done for somes time. The T.A.B. started
in 1915,
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Mr. Lindsay: The wheat belt has pro-
duced a tremendous lot of revenue sinece
then.

The MINISTER KFOR LANDS: Yes, but
the men in the wheat areas who obfained
this benctit from the State are objecting to
what they are pleased to call the “wasting”
of millions npon the development of the
South-West, That is not fair. Those men
should weigh the position thoronghly before
they condemn a seheme which eventually
will prove as sueesssful as the scheme for
the development of ihe wheat belt.  The
Agrienltural dank trustees tell us that the
losses incurred in the wheat belt years ago
are now wiped off. In this ease, however,
we get £1,165,000 from the British and Com-
monweaith Governments—not from the tax-
payers of this State. It is paid as a rebate.

Mr. Lindsay: The comparison is hardly
fair, The wheat belt has been in existence
for 20 vears.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
looking io the future. What wnl] the group
-ett]ement scheme he 20 years’ henee? I
eannot state the area that has been eleared
in the South-West, but I know there are be-
tween 0,000 and 70,000 acres ready for
pasture. Do not those figures show that
some work has been done?

Hon. G. Taylor: You will always have
grumblers,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We now
have the chance of development, and of de-
velopment at a cheap rate of interest. Let
hon. members bear in mind that the greater
part of the new money we have asked for
under the migration scheme—considerably
more than half the money—is for expendi-
ture in the wheat areas. We have the op-
portunity of development becauze for five
vears we are relieved from the payment of
414 per cent. intevest. TFor five vears we
zet the money at 1 per cent. For another
tour year. we shall be relicved of two-thiras
of the interest. Should we not take advant-
uge of such an opportunity?

Mr. Teesdale: Certainly.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Can we
do it if condemnation of group seitlement
iz expressed in this State to the injury of
the Siate, and if news of that condemnation
is sent to the Old Country, where we are to
obtain the money?

Mr. Teesdale: They know all about the
croakers there,

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: TUnder
such conditions it is a matter of impossi-
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bility to cbtain money for idevelopment.
We must try to make the group settlers con-
tented and successfut. We have done and
are doing everything we possibly can to-
wards that end. Many a time during the
last two years, and particularly during the
last 12 months, | have been tempted to throw
up wmy position as Minister for Lands on
acecount ot these unjust eriticisms.

Hon., G. Taylor: Stick to your position.

Mr., Teesdale: You are doing good work.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I is the
duty of every member of this Parliament,
I care not whether he sits on the Govern-
ment side of the IHouse or on the cross
benches or in direct oppusition, to put his
shoulder to the whecl and assist in the build-
ing up of this great scheme, the like of
which is not to be found in any other part
of the world. That is what members should
do instead of going to the group areas en-
deavouring to create discontent among the
setilers beeause the Government are not giv-
ing them this or tkat, or not paying them
this or that, or not advancing thew sufficient.
The funds of the State must be protected,
and the Government will see that they are
protected. I yield to no man as regards try-
ing to make the group settlements a success.
I ean claim to have co-operated with the
present Leader of the Opposition in the es-
tablishment of one of the first group settle-
ments in this State. I yield to no man in
the desire, with my colleagues, to make every
farmer in the State successful. We are the
farmers’ party. We are the party that passed
all the legislation in favour of the farmers.

Hon. Sir James Mitchel): Ob, no!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In times
of hardship and distress the Lahour Party
are there to heln the farmers. I remember’
being at a meeting at Narrogin with the
Leader of the Qpposition, when a member
of the audience related how an old settler
had said to him, “For some years we had
a bit of kangaroo, but they are almost all
gone, and we were wondering what we could
do in the future. But fortunately for us the
mallet bark industry came along, and we
managed to live on the money we got from
that. Then I again wondered what we would
do for the future, when the mallet bark was
cut ont. I felt confident that Providence
would send us something else as a substitute
for the mallet bark. Providence did send a
substitnte—the Labour Government and the
LAB.” I know for a faet that some mem-
bers in travelling abont the country have
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discovered that the present Government are
getting into favour throughout the length
and breadth of the land. It has been said,

and particulariy in the farming distriets,

that this is one of the best Governments there
has ever been for the farmers,

Hon. G. Taylor: Your leg was being
pulled.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. This
has come from some of the members to whom
I allude. Those members think, “That feel-
ing is gaining ground, and it must be stopped
by hook or by ¢roock. It does not matter a
hang what we say of {he State Government
so long as we kill that popular feeling in
their favour.” During the next few months
it will take the Leader of the Opposition all
his lime to answer misrepresentations and
misstatements as to his Government. 1 am
one of the oldest men in the Honse, as re-
gards both age and length of membership—
with the exception of the member for Mt.
Margaret (Hon. G. Taylor) I have spent
moere years here than any other member—
and I may not be liere many years more, but

T am as confident as that I stand here to-
night, in spite of all the efforts of the mem-
ber for Katanning to become Premier next
session, that Mr. Collier will be Premier
after the next general election,

MR. BARNARD (Sussex) [9.56]: I
have a few remarks to offer on one or two
items in the Governor’s Speech, Tt iz in-
deed pleasing to learn that the Government
consider it essential to develop this country
by a migration policy. Land settlement, .as
the Minister has told us, is steadily increas-
ing, and the demand for land is still active.
On road constrnetion a considerable amount
of money has heen expended, particularly in
the group areas; but a gond deal more ex-
penditure will be needed for the develop-
ment of those areas. The Governor’s Speech
mentions that “steady progress has been
made with the harbour works at Geraldton.”
That is quite right, and the development of
the Fremantle harbour is also necessary.
According to the Speech, dredging opera-
tions are being continuned at Bunbury. How-
ever, more than dredging iz needed there,
seeing that Bunbury is one of the prineipal
ports of the South-West and that the erain
trade calls for inereased harbonr facilities.
Unfortunately the Speech makes no men-
tion of the Busselton harbour and the jetty
that is required there. My distriet has had
railway extensions, and is fairly well sup-
plied in that respeet. Jetly accommodation
at Buasselton, however, is utterly deficient.
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Mr. Withers: You cannot have railways
and jetties too in one session.

Mr. BARNARD: The want of jetty facili-
ties means that timber produced in my dis-
triet goes to other ports for shipment. That
is not fair, because there are 60 or 70 lump-
ers in my electorate dependent upon work
on the jetty for their livelihood. I have had
repeated interviews with the Minister for
Warks on the subjeet, but he always tells
me that he has not the money for the jetiy.
A deputation whiech I introduced to the
Premier comprised a man isterested in the
timber trade, members of the Busselton
council, and representatives of the lumpers;
and the reply the Premier gave to this
deputation was that he woonld endeavour
to find the money for building a jetty. I
do hope that the hon. gentleman has made
the endeavour, and that it has been suecess-
ful, and that the necessary amount will ap-
pear on the Estimates.

The Premier: [t depends on how the Bus-
selton people look like behaving.

Mr. BARNARD: They will behave them-
selves. I believe tbe Railway Department
have the nccessary plans and particulars
available, so that all that is needed for the
commencement and completion of the jetty
is that the Premier should find the money.
Some hon. members are putting forward re-
quests for new railways, but in the South-
West we have to ask for certain improve-
ments to publie bunildings that have been
standing for many vears. The Dounybrook
railway station is a small one, and was con-
structed when the line was first put through.
The departmental officials realise that a new
station is necessary and thiree years ago new
plans were got out with that object in view.
Nothing has been done up to the present.
At Busselton, the business is increasing and
three stationmasters are required to cope
with the work. When a train arrives there is
no room to turn round in the parcels office.
The station building itself is hardly large
enough in which to swing a cat. We have
heard a great deal from the Minister for
Lands this evening regarding group set-
tlements, nnd while it may not be an op-
portune time, in view of his references to
the subject, to go into group settlement mat-
ters at any great length, I cannot let the
accasion pass without some mention of
prohlems of settlers in the group areas. No
member of the House is more keenly inter-
ested in the suceess of the group settlement
scheme than. is the Minister for Lands. I
am satisfied he is doing his best to make the
settlers happy and contented and to make
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the scheme successful. Although some hon.
members seem to take offence at if, it Is
gratifying to me to note that members of
the Country Party are at last taking a keen
interest in the group settlements. I am de-
lighted to know that the members of that
Party are taking such a sympathetic interest
in the scheme and are evincing a desire to
make it a success. Thus when we find all
members of the House of the same opinion
regarding group settlements, we realise that
they must become successful, if the scheme
is administered properly. Although the
Minister for Lands has pointed out what is
heing done for the group settlers, I feel that
some of them are not getting quite the fair
deal they should rececive. I am referring to
genmiine sebtlers who are attempting to earve
out homes for themselves and their children.
There are certain obstacles in the way, and
aithough the Minister mentioned & number
of concessions and set out at length what
was being done for the men, I am of the
opinien that some of the implements pro-
vided for developing the holdings are abso-
lutely useless. Despite that, the settlers will
be expected to pay for them. Ploughs have
been supplied that ecannot be used, and they
are lying about the holdings deteriorating in
value. Those who can afford to do so have
purchased their own ploughs rather than use
the so-ealled one-horse ploughs that have
been provided, and which require two horses
to pull thems, Some of the harrows are prac-
tieally useless and fall to pieces after being
used for one day.

Mr. North: Where were they made?

Mr. BARNARD: In the State somewhere.
As to the horses supplied to settlers, it has
been a matter of wonderment to me that
more acecidents have not been reported.
Many of the men who have come out from
the Old Country have never handled horses
before and yet they are provided with
horses that T do not think have ever heen in
harness. It is mnot fair to ask inex-
perienced men to handle and break in voung
horses.  That matter should be seriously
considered by fthose responsible for pur-
chasing the animals. The Minister has been
very loyal to his board and intimated that
the members were men upon whom he could
relv. The Minister admitted that he was
not a farmer and did not know much about
farming. T am satisfied that some of his
advisers know less than the Minister does,
for I am convinced that their actions in
some instances have indicated that they do
not know their joh. The Minister blames
the dry =eason for the diffienlty regarding
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the cows, in the South-West. The dry
season was not altogether to blame; some-
one was at fault as well. According to the
report of the Group Settlement Commission,
the area where the cows were supplied was
the worst under the scheme. The group
scttlers Jast year were told that they would
have to take ten cows, It was impossible to
feed ten cows on pastures pul in only the
vear before. Consequently the Government
had to go to the assistance of the settlers
and take the cattle away to be fed elsewhere.
That represented a certain amount of loss
because the group settler is expected to
make 30s. 2 month from his cows. Much bas
been heard abont cireular No. 88, I am glad
that that circular has been modified and a
new one jssued. I consider furlher altera-
tions are necessary. The limitation of earn-
ings or advances is possibly right. The
group settiers themselves realise that the
time has arrived when a limitation is neces-
sarv, but I do not think there should be a
limit on the earnings. The group settlers
should be encouraged to work their land and
milk their cows so that eventually they may
work up to the point where they can earn
their own, living. The object of the group
settlement scheme was to develop dairy
farmers and not land clearers, as they have
been up to the present. No attempt has
been made to make them farmers at all. If
the limitation upon advances for clearing
be insisted upon, the group settlers, with
their boys, should be allowed to earn what-
ever they can make from their lands and
from their cows, without any deduections
being made. If a setiler works his land
properly and grows fodder for the cattle,
to which he has to attend as well, he will
not be able to spend much time in clearing,
so that his advance will not be up to £20 10s.
as provided. The settlers complain that they
were encouraged to bring their families out
and now the Group Settlement Department
is teving to drive them away by not grant-
ing allowances. The Minister pointed out
{hat a hov of 16 eould get a bloek for him-
self, but bovs of that age should he allowed
to help on the father’s propery, thus swell-
ing the family earnings. After 18 months
or sp he would have gained additional ex-
perience that would be of advantage to him
on his own holding. The e¢ircular T refer
te was not quite understood when it was
first issued, and the dednctions on account
of dead cows represented a sore point. The
loss of a cow is sufficient without having a
deduction of 30s. in respect of the dead cow
on top of the actual loss of the animal
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The new circular provides for a sliding
scale, and the dead cows have been cut out.
The settlers are expected to make 30s. per
month from their cows, but that seems to
be pretty high. The Minister suggests that
other things have to be taken into considera-
tion apart from the cows. On the other
hand, there will not be much earned from
five or six cows, and very little from calves.
A calf will not be of muech value to the
settler until it is three years old, and in
the meantime it has to be kept and
fed. Thus for the first year or two the
group settler will find it hard to get
“along under the sliding scale.  When we
consider the position in other countries, we
find that in South Australia, where the in-
dusiry has been established for a long time,
the average from a cow per year is £13 6s,,
50 that it works out at a little over £1 1s. per
menth. The group settlers are expected to
secure a return slightly above that figure, It
has been stated that the cattle supplied to the
group settlers have been of average quality.
T am sntisfied that some were very inferior.
It could not be expected that first-class cat-
tle only could he purchased straight away,
and it will take a year or two before they
are up to the mark. As to dairying gener-
ally, I hope that in the near future the
South-West will he able to supply all the
butter necessary for Western Australian re-
quirements. At present it is diffienlt for far-
mers to make a living at dairying. A
man working on the road will earn at least
£4 10s. a weck for 44 hours, but if
a dairyman is to earn a similar wage,
it will be necessary for him to pro-
duce 3,1201bs. of butter per year, the price
for the commodity being 1s. 6d. per lb. The
average for Western Australia is well under
1501bs. of hutter fat per cow. 8o it wonld
take at least 21 cows to produce that re-
venue. That number of ecows would be quite
enough for one man to look after; indeed it
would be impaossible for him to do it in a H
hour week. Of conrse it will be said that he
has the progeny. But he has to hold them for
three years before he can sell them, and
even then the butcher wants pretty well 100
per cent. of their value, because of the high
wages that he lhas to pay. Ik will be argued
that tHe Government cannot give a bonus on
hutter fat. But if the Minister for Agsri.
culture were as sympathetic with the worker
on the land as is the Minister for Railways
with the railway employees, be might be
able to induee the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to give a bonus to the dairy farmers.
If the average price of fat could be main-
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tained at 2s. per 1b. all the year round in
stead of redueing to ls. Bd., it would en:
courage the old dairy farmers as well as the
group settlers, and would give them all
something to work upon for top dressing
their pastures and growing feed for thei
cows. During the year something like £100,
000 was paid to the railway employees it
increased wages. That amount would fur.
nish a bonus of 8d. per lb. on 1,000,000 o:
1,500,0001bs. of Lutter. Although that quan.
tity is not yet being made in this State, suck
a bonus would encourage the settlers in the
right direction. If, ns the Minister bas
said, he wishes to assist the group settlers ]
hope he will review the last circular, and
that something further will be done for the
settlers, so that they may keep on then
farms with them such of their hoys as ean-
not get blocks of land for themselves. The
Minister’s action in cutting up the area intc
three divisions and appointing an officer tc
look after each is a step in the right divee
tion and should prove eminently suceessful
The board will not agree that £2¢ 10s. of
earnings for a month shall be on the basis of
tri-monthly payments. The settlers conside:
that during the wet season there will be sc
much Jost time that it would be impossible
for them to make up the amount to £20 10s
If it were extended over the three months
they would be able to make up the balance
in the next month, and so maintain the aver-
age. Tt would materially help the settlers.
They point out that there is other work they
can do, but that in the wet season it is al-
most impossible to do anything until the
drainage scheme is complete. Tn saech a sen-
son it is impossbile to dig post holes and
equally impossible to grub trees or burn off,
or anything of Lhe sort. When there is three
or four days of contiruous rain, it is im-
possible for the scttlers to work outside, and
there is no work under shelter that they can
do. If the hoard would only give the set-
tlers that concession, it would help them
materially, As to the group settlements
around the Margaret River, 1 wonld draw
the Minister’s attention to the fact that the
hespital accommodation should be extended.
Maost of the eases are maternity eases, and it
is essential that proper provision should be
made for them. The Minister said that 68
schools have been erected on the group set-
tlements, Certainly the department has done
well with the building of new schools. How-
cver, they have somewhat neglected the older
settlements. Tn Busselton the number nf c¢hil-
Aren have increased considerably and in eon-
sequence a hall has to be rented for the in-
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fant class. In the summer it is very hot,
being 16 degrees above the temperature of
the ordinary school room, while in winter
it is very cold and, there being no fireplace,
the children have to sit with wet feet all
day. Tast year the department built a
manual room which is used only once a week
and at most by a dozen pupils. Yet the de-
partinent will not build a class room. I[n
my view, the classroom is more necessary
than the new manual room, since they had
a manual room there as it was. I approached
the Minister for Edueation on this subject,
but could not get any satisfaction. I hope
that when the Estimates are being prepared
this vear the Premier will be sufficiently
liberal to agree to this work being varried
out.

On motien by Mr. Lamond debate ad-
Journed.

: House adjourned at 10.25 p.m.

Legislative  Council,
Wednesday, 18th August, 1926,
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Address-in-reply, Eighth day ... - 323

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-mi., and read prayers,

ATDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighthk Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. STEWART (South-Bast)
[4.38]: I desire to offer my congratulations
to you, Sir, on your accession to the office
»f President, and also briefly to express re-
grel at the absence of former eolleagues
md to weleome new members. At this stage
t would be seemly to express sympathy with
he victims of the sad accident at the Ivan-
10e mine. 1 have been elosely associated
~ith the mining industry and have been an
sificial on a mine where a similar regrettable
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accident occurred. Such disasters ecast #
feeling of gloom and depression over the
whole community. Judging from the brief
report in the Press this morning, I gather
that this accident, as have many others, oc-
curred without warning. Try as inspectors
and foremen may, it secms impossible to
prevent such calamities occasionally. I con-
gratulate Mr, Gray upon his remarks in mov-
ing the motion for the adoption of the Ad-
dress-in-reply, but he made certain state-
ments on which T candot see eye to eye with
him. I caorot subscribe to his statement
that the greatest curse of the country at
present is the unsatisfactory state of affairs
amongst the workers in the farming indwe-
try. Mr, Gray and those associated with
him are making cvery effort te bring the
people employed in the agricultural industry
under the Arbitration Court, in order to
secure an improvement in their conditions.
Mr, Gray, having worked in the agricultural
industry, knows the conditions well, and I
tear that if what he desires is brought about,
it will interfere considerably with the de-
velopment of the conntry. His remarks are
calculated to cause a growth of ill-feeling
between employers and employees who have
worked amieably together, and as a result
of whose work the development of the State
has proceeded satisfactorily.

Hon. J. R. Brown: That would not be a
new departure, would it?

Hon. H. STEWART: No, a cerfain sec-
tion of the community are always endeav-
ouring to stir up strife. I desire to show
the other side of the picture, without siirring
up strife outside or even wordy strife within
this Chamber. During the last 12 months
two efforts have heen made to bring the rural
workers under the Avbitration Court,
namely, throngh the chaffentters’ award, a
State matter, and the A W.U. shearing
claim, a Pederal matter. 1n both instances
the court decided that the very thing M.
Gray desires shonld not be granted. In the
proceedings for the chiffeutters’ award, the
chaff merchants, in an unholy alliance with
the men employed in the induslry, soughi
to compel every small farmer to come under
the award.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: Not the chaff
merchants.

Hon. H. STEWART : There were some who
did not subseribe to that but, in the court,
the representatives of the masters sougiit to
bring within the scope of the award every



